
TRANSCRI PT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 4 7 9March 27 , 2 0 03

have extra funding for ethanol we need a p a r tner. This b ill
doesn't have a pa rt ner in it. S enator Baker will acknowledge
that in the ethanol funds in th e p a s t it ' s be e n about hal f
farmer and ha l f Gen eral Fund money. And my urban colleagues,
I ' ve appreciated your help on this in the past, but I t hink we
a s r u r a l sen a t o r s , an d I t h i nk I ' m o ne y o u ' v e b e e n a b l e t o c ou n t
o n fo r t ax i n c e n t i ve s f o r p r o j e c t s i n mo s t l y u r b a n a r ea s , I o n l y
have one LB 775 project in my district and it's not a big one,
but I ' v e a l wa y s su p p o r t e d p r o j e c t s f o r Om a h a a n d L i n c o l n wh e n i t
c omes t o t ax i n c en t i v e s . An d so I wou l d a s k y ou t o h e l p u s f i nd
a way , i f we n e e d t o g e n e r a t e m o re m o n ey , t o d o t h i s a nd no t l ay
the total burden on farmers. That's my big objection to LB 479.
It puts 100 percent of the burden for these credits o n the ag
c ommuni t y . I d o n ' t l i k e t o sa y wo e i s me , b u t y ou r e ad t he
papers, you know what's going on out there. It's not pretty. A
l ot o f yo u n g f a r mers , m i d d l e - a ged f a r mers , a re say i ng I ' m not
b roke b u t I ' m g o i n g t o g i v e i t u p ; i t ' s no t wo r t h i t . An d I
kind of agree with them. I k ind of agree w ith that a tti tude.
So, yeah, R amie Jan ssen say s the re's a lot of small grocers
g et t i n g be a t o u t b y Wa l - M a rt t o o so . . .wh e n i s t he l as t t i me y ou
g ot a t ax i n c e n t i v e , Ram i e? I t ' s be e n a wh i l e , h a sn ' t i t ? So ,
you know, farmers can't run to another state with their property
and say I'm going to farm in Kansas. Our property is here. We
have a huge tax burden on agriculture in this state, and at this
p oin t i n t i me t o p u t a n o t h e r b u r d e n on t h e m wi t h a c o r n
checkoff, I know it's only a half a cent, bu t th a t can be a
hundred and twe nty, thirty, forty dollars a quarter section of
l and i f yo u ' r e i n c o r n p r od u c t i o n . An d , o f co u r se , i f y o u d r y
o ut , y ou d o n ' t p ay a ny t h i ng . Bu t I t h i n k i t ' s p r u de nt t o t a k e a
l ook a t t h i s T hi s b i l l i s j u s t o u t o f c omm i t t e e . I t i s
opposed by all the major farm organizations and I don ' t th i nk
we' re g o i ng t o mo ve i t i n i t s p r e se n t f o r m . So I wo u l d a g r e e
with S e n a t o r Cha m bers . I a g r ee d t o wi t h d r a w m y m o t i o n . I d o n ' t
know if there was 25 votes there or not. I' ve had some people
a dvis e m e t h at t h e r e wa s n ' t . Bu t I d i d wi t h d r a w t h a t .

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR SCHROCK: I wi l l su p po r t t h e Ma y 1 wi t h t h e b r a c k e t
motion , a nd I h o p e y ou wi l l a l so .
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