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wil l b e ce r t a i n l y mo r e t h an t wo p l an t s . Ho w man y a d d i t i on a l
plants is not yet clear, but likely that there will be more. To
g iv e y ou a n i de a . . .and this is really a money question, this is
a fiscal question. If you don't want to increase th e che ckoff
to corn g ro wers then, if there are more than two plants built,
then you' re going to have to come up with some other way to come
u p with the money. And, of course, I would g uess between no w
and the e nd o f t his session, coming up with the money and how
much t o spe n d i s go i ng t o b e a b i g pa r t o f wh a t we d i scu s s .
Each plant ove r an e igh t-year period, I think, costs, if you
will, under LB 536, somewhere between 20 and 25 million dollars,
so t h a t ' s wh e n y o u c ou n t t h e p r o du ct i o n i n ce n t i v e m o n e y, t h a t ' s
when you count t he tax incentive money and so on. So it is
someth in g t h a t amo u n t s t o a c on s i d e r a b l e a mo u nt o f mo ne y .
Senato r We h r b e in su g g e s t e d t ha t t he qu e s t i on co u l d b e d i v i d e d so
that we could adopt the technical parts of the amendment that
the Revenue Commi t t e e h a s wor k e d on . I wo u l d a g r e e wi t h t h a t .
He suggested also that we may look at the amount of t."e increase
i n t h e ch e c k o f f I t h i n k t h a t ' s a g o o d i d ea . Th e on l y t h i n g
that I wo u l d a dd i s t ha t a s fa r a s b r a c k e t i n g t h e ch e c ko f f p a r t
o f i t , i f y ou wi l l , I woul d s t r on g l y ur g e t h a t w e n o t g o p a s t
May 1 of this year. I think between now and May 1 of this year
we' l l ha ve a mu ch b e t t e r i d e a o f j u s t h o w m a n y p l an t s wou l d
we. . .would be built. And if, for example, it l ooks like it ' s
likely that five , s i x or more additional plants will be built
and w i l l qu a l i f y f o r t h i s p r og r a m , t he n I t h i n k i t wo u l d b e
f i s c a l l y su sp ec t f o r u s t o s i mp l y wa i t u n t i l n ex t y e a r t o d o
anything about it, I think that if that were c lear or fair ly
c lea r come May 1 t he n I t h i n k we ne e d t o d ea l wi t h i t a t t h a t
point. So again, I think there are several possibilities that
we need to cons ider here, so I would urge your.. I would urge
t he d e f e a t o f t h e b r a ck e t mo t i o n . Th an k y ou .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Raikes. Senator Erdman.

SENATOR ERDMAN: Thank you , Mr . Speaker. Membe r s of the
Legi s l a t u r e , I r i se i n o p po s i t i on o f t h e b r a ck e t . I t h i n k we
have an opportunity to discuss the merits of the bill because,
f rank l y , t h e r e ' s mo r e i n t h e b i l l t h an j u s t t he i d ea o f r a i s i n g
the c h e c k o f f . An d I t h i n k i t ' s d i sa pp o i n t i n g an d I t h i n k i t ' s
unfortunate that our process has wasted an entire hour debating
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