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and that's on an annual basis. This corn checkoff from sorghum
does n o t go on f or eve r . That p l ant sho u l d b e t he r e a l ot o f
years . And I j u st can ' t bel i eve t h e s h o r ts i g h t e d l a c k o f v i s i on
that the corn growers are throwing up at us here that I just. . . I
j ust can' t. It doesn't make any sense to me. I don't know h o w
t hey c an j u s t i f y i t a nd I d o n ' t t h i n k a n y bo d y h as a n s w e r e d t h a t
question. With that, thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Baker. Senator We hrbein,
f ollowed by Sen ators Ra ikes, Erdman, Jo nes, Mc Donald, a n d
Vrtiska. Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr . P resident, members of the body, I think
t h i s i s so me t i m es why ag d o e sn ' t d o so we l l i n h e r e . We ge t
k ind o f d i v i d e d . I am g o i ng t o u r g e t h e . . . st r o n g l y u r g e t h e
defeat of the bracket, mostly because of the process. I think
t ha t w e o u g h t t o b e d i v i d i ng t h e qu e s t i on o n t ha t a n d d o t h e
technical amendments. I rea lize it's subjective as to whether
we need t h e t e ch n i c a l ame n dment s o r n o t . Bu t I wou l d l i k e t o
s ee us t h e n v o t e d i r e c t l y o n t h e che c k o f f , wh a t ev e r t h a t rr w y b e .
I 'm b efudd l e d a l i t t l e b i t a s t o wh a t t o d o o n t h a t . I
orig i n a l l y t ho u gh t maybe b r a c ke t i n g t i l l Janu a r y m i gh t n o t be a
bad idea, but I think we needed more discussion. The body needs
to be more aware of where we' re at on the need for this money.
I f we d e f ea t t h e br a c k e t , t he n d i v i d e t he q u e s t i o n a s i t i s and
g et t h e t e ch n i ca l a me n dment s t h a t I t h i n k t h e Re v e n u e C ommi t t e e
thought that we needed, I think that's useful; then take it
head-on i nt o t he checko f f mon e y and I wou l d b e p r e p a r ed , i f
necessary, to cut that to a quarter of a cent instead of a half.
I t woul d r e d uce t h e a mount o f m o ney , b u t i t does g e t us s t ar t ed .
Because one of the things that I'm struggling with is the fact
t hat i f we ' r e goi ng t o need t he money down th e r o ad , w h i c h I
think we are, and obviously we' re not going to h ave a lot of
money from General Fund to continue that, but the sooner we get
started on some of that the better. If we start now, we' ll gain
a qua r t e r o f a ce n t o f , sa y , $ 8 mi l l i o n . We ' l l g a i n a c ou p l e
mil l i o n d o l l a r s b e t we e n n ow a nd ne x t y e a r . I t h i n k i t ' s n o t
unreasonable , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e p h i l os o ph y o f goi ng f r om a
half-cent to thr ee-quarters or even to a cent. But let us get
started on doing that and let that money build. It ce rtainly
isn't going to bu i ld a lot of interest at one percent, but at
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