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e thano l . I t h i nk th e r e wi l l b e . I mp o r t i ng a l l o f o u r f ue l
n eeds i s no t a g o od i d e a . L i k e I s a i d , I h av e a l wa y s b e e n on e
of t h e b e st s up p o r t e r s fo r et h an o l i n t h e l eg i s l a t i v e b od y , a n d
t hose o f y ou wh o hav e b e e n he r e wi t h me kn o w t h a t , b u t I ' m no t
ready to support a checkoff at this time. The technic;.1 parts
of this bill maybe have some merits, but I believe they can
wait. Now if I could get a pledge from Senator Baker that h e
would take t he che ckoff increase out and pass the rest of the
b ill, I would go along with that. But I think at this point i n
time the p r udent th ing is to bracket it till next year. The
technical part of the bills can be passed next year. I'm not
ready to move this bill. I 'm certainly not ready to increase
the corn checkoff at this point in time. T h ere's other people
that benefit from ethanol production in the state of Nebraska
besides corn producers, and if you' re going to put more money
int o t h e EPI C Fu nd , wh i c h we d o n ' t kn o w, b y t h e wa y , i f we ' r e
g oing t o n e e d o r n o t , i t ' s p r u de nt t h a t we ha v e a p a r t n e r . We
don't have a p a rtner in this bill. They strung us out here to
h ang al l b y our s e l v e s . And i f you ' r e g o i n g t o pass som e t h i n g
like this, you need the support of the ag community. This bill
d oesn' t ha v e t h a t . Th an k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Schrock. Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr. President. I yield my tim e to
Senato r B a k e r .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Baker, you have almost five minutes.

SENATOR BAKER : Thank you, Senator Smith. Thank you, Senator
Cudaback and members. I'm beginning to get a picture here. W e
didn't lock in fertilizer prices across the aisle here. They' re
high. We d id. There's a management issue. I can see why the
corn growers aren't wanting this. T hey can't understand that we
have an ob l i g a t i o n. We can m anage t h i s t hi ng by pu t t i ng i n
one-cent checkoff an d if the r e are six ...if there are four
plants built, this fund is home free. If there 's six p lan ts
built then we go out to 2006 or something before it runs out of
m oney. Into the fa t that the argument is made that w e 'd lik e
to keep this 50/50, I have another handout, when we get rid of
this bracket motion here, and I would agree to leave t his b il l
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