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u p, ye s .

SENATOR COMBS: O ka y . I ' m s t i l l l i s t e n i n g an d p r o ce s s i n g , an d I
t hank y ou f or answ e r i n g my q u e s t i o n s . I gi ve t he r es t of my
t ime b ac k t o t he Cha i r .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Combs. Sena tor Sc hrock,
on your bracket motion.

SENATOR SCHROCK: Mr . President, m embers of the Legislature,
hopefu l l y b y t hi s t i m e n e x t ye a r w e ' l l have a f ede r al ene r gy
b i l ' . We ' l l k i n d o f k no w w h e r e w e ' r e a t t he r e . An d I h op e we
have f i v e o r s i x pl an t s t h at co me on l i n e, a n d w i l l dea l wi t h i t
when t h e t i me co m es . I wo u l d r e mi nd t h i s b od y we a r e t he o n l y
state that assesses a c heckoff on g rain to support ethanol
product i on . I don ' t mi nd d o i n g t ha t , b ut so m e t i mes you h av e t o
say enough is enough. This bill is opposed by the Nebraska Farm
Bureau, the Neb raska Corn Gro wers A s sociation, the Nebraska
Sorghum Producers Association, and the Nebraska Farmers U n ion.
When you pass this type of legislation, it's nice to have the
f arm communi t y wi t h y o u . The y a r e n o t . An d t h ey r e a l i z e t h a t
i f t h e se p l a n t s a r e bu i l t , we ha v e a n ob l i g at i on , an d we w ou l d
dea) with that when the time comes. In a l l the ot her ethanol
b i l l s we ' ve h a d i n t he p a st i n t he f o r m o f t he EPI C su b s i d y ,
we' ve always had the state as a partner. About half th e mon ey
came from t he sta te; ab out half the money came from the corn
p roduce r s . I c ou l d b e mo r e sym p a t h e t i c t o t h i s b i l l i f we h a d
that type of partnership, but I can tell you on my farm, which
y ou do n ' t wa n t t o h e a r ab o ut m y f a r m b ut I ' l l t e l l y ou a n yw a y , I
don' t b u y my f e r t i l i ze r t wo y e a r s a h ead o f t i m e , I don ' t buy my
fuel two years ahead of time. I might six months from now lock
in some fertilizer prices, but we' re dealing with a problem that
won't hit us till at least 2004 or '05, till at least 2005, even
with f i v e p l an t s . I t h i nk t ha t ' s g e t t i n g t h e ho r s e a h ea d o f
the...behind the ca r t or something. I don 't know what we' re
doing here. But this corn c heckoff is ill-timed. We went to a
breakfast this morning. It do esn't seem like the ag community
i s d o i n g v e r y we l l . I ' m ha pp y f o r t ho s e t h a t a r e . And t h e r e ' s
reasons some aren't doing well. We ha d a lapse in government
payments and everybody's government payments are down this year.
I hope there's a federal energy program that's friendly to
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