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di f f i cu l t t o obt ai n f i nanc i n g b y l ea v i n g t he s e p e opl e h ang i n
limbo. I ser ve on a bank board of directors. You don't make
loans on hope. You have procedures in place. You can't make a
l oan t o s om e b od y t h at say s , o h , we ' l l ma ke t h e EP I C F u n d w h o le ;
w e' re...the intent of the state is good. Try and get a loan o n
that basis. You go out t h ere and talk to those people as a
bank. You can't do that. You' re dreaming. You c an't go ou t
t he re . An d i f we c a n h av e s i x p l a n t s i n s t e a d o f f o u r , s o mu ch
the better. T his financing difficulty, sure it's difficult.
Look at what we' re doing. We can't decide whether we' re going
t o f u n d E P I C n o w o r d o w n t h e r o a d . T r u st u s ; we ' l l f u nd i t
l a t e r . Why d o n ' t we d o i t no w? L e t ' s h av e s o m e g o o d p l a nn i ng .
I have some testimony from the Corn Growers here in the R evenue
Committee and it ' s Ma r k She ars (sic) is who it...Schweers I
guess is his name. H e's representing the Corn B oard (sic) .
Please listen to what the Corn Board (sic) representative have
to say. This is myself asking a question: W hat do you, as a
corn gr ow er r ep r ese n t a t i v e , t h i nk t hes e p l an t s d o t o t he p r i ce
of corn? Please listen. Well .. .and this i s Mark Schw eers:
Well, they definitely help sustain our price of corn across the
state here and we' re using about 20 percent of our corn c rop
r i gh t n ow t h r ou g h t h e e t h an o l i n d u s t r y o f Ne b r a sk a . I f we
wouldn't have that in place today, our corn prices would be much
lower than what they currently h ave...than w h at we cu rrently
have. My que stion: As an organization, do you have any
p ro j e c t i o ns o f wha t a p l a n t mi g h t r a i s e t h e p r i ce o f c o r n t h a t
was used, say, 15 million bushels of corn a year, which is
t ypi ca l o f ea c h o n e o f t he s e p l a n t s , i n a sma l l , say , 50 -mi l e
radius? Rep ly from the corn growers representative: It's hard
to guess, you know, for sure. M ayb e a n ick el to ten cen ts ,
maybe, depending on...and then it's all that weighs out over
time. Here's a corn grower representative telling me they don' t
want t o sp e n d a n e x t r a ha l f - c en t t o r a i s e t he p r i c e o f c o r n f r om
f iv e t o t e n ce n t s a b u sh el a r ou nd t h i s p l an t , a n d t h a t ' s a n
annual income, increase in income. That's not a one-shot deal.
You pu t t h a t p l an t i n t he r e , t h e y ' r e g o i ng t o b e t h e r e f o r y e a r s
and years and years. So you invest a half-cent to get the E P I C
Fund wh o l e , y ou g e t f i v e t o t e n ce n t s a bu sh e l b a c k . An d I ' l l
tell you right now, my corn growers in western Nebraska support
t hi s b i l l . I f you ' l l l ook a t t he co rn g r o w er s o r g a n i z a t i o n ,
it's weighted h eavily t oward pe ople in the east bec ause,
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