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proposal, compared to your proposal to wait and see?

SENATOR SCHROCK: Sena tor Smith, I think if your plant gets up
and runn i ng , w e w i l l kno w a b ou t i t by t h i s t i me nex t year and
the issue ca n be a ddressed at that time. And then we can see
whether we can find some General Fund money, see if we can find
money from t he H ig hway Trust Fund. Who knows where the money
may or may not come from? Bu t to put the b u r den al l on corn
producers at this point in time seems a little premature. It' s
not a t i m e when I t h i nk t he a g c o mmunit y c a n a f f o r d t h i s t ype of
a n expen d i t u r e . An d s o I wo u l d h op e t h a t t h ey wo u l d b u i l d t he
e thano l p l a n t i n you r d i st r i c t . An d t he n t h i s t i me n ex t
year , . . . b y t h e wa y , t he et ha n o l pl ant s do n ' t r ece i v e any mone y
until they start producing. That's when they receive their
credits. A nd I would guess your plant c ould not be up and
r unn in g be f o r e ne x t su m m er. At t h a t t i me , we wou l d kn o w w h a t
our burden is, and we could adjust to it. N ow, I consider, when
these people sign with the state o f Nebraska t o bui l d the se
plants, I consider that a contract. And I consider that we need
to live up to those agreements. And so you know, I know there' s
some q u e s t i on o u t t h e r e , we l l i f we b u i l d t h e p l a n t , wi l l t h e r e
b e f u n d i n g ? An d m y m e s s ag e t o t h em , y e s , t h e r e wi l l b e . We
wil l f i n d t h e mo n e y . Bu t I do n ' t t h i n k we n e e d t o f i nd t he
money until we know where we' re at. You know, with three, four,
f ive p l a n t s , w e d o n ' t ne e d t o d o t h i s unt i l we f i nd out wher e
we' re at. And to put this burden on farmers at this point in
time, and I just read the Lincoln paper this morning about farm
sale s i n Cl a y Co u n t y a nd Ha mi l t o n Cou n t y , th e r e ' s a l o t o f
farmers deciding to quit. T h ey don't need another burden at
this time.

SENATOR SMITH : Thank you, Senator Schrock. And I want to be
sensitive to the issues that you raised in terms of comparison
to other sta tes and so forth, and I also am a bit perplexed as
t o , y o u k no w , i f we f i nd ou r se l v e s i n t h e s ame si t u a t i o n n ex t
year, I mean thos e issues don't necessarily go away. A nd so
that's why I hope that we can defeat the bracket motion, because
this is a discussion that needs to take place, and perhaps if
there's a log jam in a few hours or tomorrow we can look at a
bracket motion. But I th in k th i s is , as Sena tor Quandahl
mentioned, very premature and I hope that we can let a member's
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