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August 2 0 0 5 . I wo u l d sa y we p r ob a b l y fo r s u r e h a v e t wo p l a n t s ,
maybe thr ee o r fou r . There ' s be e n so me g ro undbreaking
ceremonies going on. But getting the financing for these plants
and having t h em on - l i n e c ome Ju l y 1 n e x t ye a r i s go i ng t o be
very difficult. This can be put off till next year. We' ve done
a l i t t l e ch e c k i n g wi t h t h e e t h an ol p r om o t i o n b o a r d . An d t o my
knowledge, we are the only state where producers pay a corn
c heckof f t o su p p o r t t h e e t h a n ol p r og r a m. I n o t h e r s t a t e s , t h e
ethanol p r o g ra m i s bas i cal l y suppo r t e d by and f unded wi t h
General Funds. We do n't know where we' re at on this. I think
i t ' s e a rl y . I don ' t mi nd cor n check o f f do l l ar s go i ng f o r
ethanol plants. But in the past, we' ve always had a partner,
and that's been the state. This bill does not have a part ner.
It all falls on the backs of corn farmers. N ow, if you want to
do some simple math, let's say you' re a farmer and you' re
growing 160 acres of corn on a quarter of land A half a cent
increase on your checkoff, if your corn is making 150 bushels an
acre, that's $125 tax increase on one quarter of land. N o w, if
we p u t t h a t o n p r o pe r t y t a x e s , f a r me r s wou l d p r o b a b l y d r i v e
their tractors around the Capitol and protest. A nd like I said,
I ' ve a l w ay s b e e n a p r om o t e r o f e t ha n o l , a nd I wan t t o d o wha t ' s
r i g h t . Bu t I d on ' t t h i n k t h i s i s ne ce s s a r y . An d a t t h i s t i me ,
we don ' t h av e a ny p a r t ne r . And c e r t a i n l y i t d oe sn ' t a pp e ar l i k e
the OPEC lobby out there wants any Highway Trust Fund m oney to
go i n t o t h i s pr og r a m. And y e s , I c a l l t he m t he OPE C l o b b y .
T hey ' d r a t h e r i mp o r t t he i r o i l t h an u s e e t h a n o l . A n d we ' v e
never been successful in trying to put incentives in place or
mandates in place that our cit izens o f th is state use more
e thano l . Bu t ap p a r e n t l y t h i s b i l l wo u l d l e t t h e b a c k s . .would
p ut t h e bu r d e n o n t he b ac k s o f f a r me r s , wh i c h I t h i n k a t t h i s
time can ill afford it. So that's why I think it's prudent for
us at this time to postpone this d iscussion u n til nex t year .
Maybe we can work out something better, where the corn farmers
will have a partner in this. And like I said, I think we' re the
only state where we have a corn checkoff for ethanol production.
I f t h i s wo u l d p a s s , we w o u ld be co me t h e h i g h e s t ch e ck o f f s t at e
i n t h e na t i o n , an d i t wou l d b e t he h i g h e s t c h e ck o f f we ' v e e v e r
had. Even in the past when we ' ve checked o ff for corn
production, it's ne ver bee n ov er a penny tot al for a corn
checkoff. So that's why I would ask for you to help m e w ith
t h i s b i l l , Le t ' s mo ve i t o n t i l l J a nu a r y ne x t ye a r , g e t an o t h e r
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