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And I sa i d so a t t h e com m i t t e e h e a r i ng . Bu t I s t i l l h av e some
very de e p conc e r n s ab o u t t hi s b i l l . And I f ee l l i ke i t i s my
r esponsib i l i t y t o t el l you w h a t t ho s e c o n cerns a r e . Fi r s t of
all, the agencies came in in huge numbers regarding this bill.
Now, i f yo u ' l l l oo k a t y ou r c om m i t t ee s t a t em e n t , y ou ' l l n o t i ce
t ha t a l o t o f t h em c am e i n ne u t r a l . We l l , i f y ou h a d b e en a t
the hearing, you would have realized that they weren't neutral;
they were very much opposed to the bill. And I even said
someth in g w he n t he Un i v e r s i t y o f Neb r a s ka g o t u p t o t e s t i f y ,
they were re ally t h e only one that was in a neutral capacity,
a nd I com p l i m e n t e d t h e m f o r b e i n g ne u t r a l . The a g e n c i e s ca m e i n
in hordes. We also had a number of communications afterwards
from different agencies that weren't listed on here. That's not
a good e n ough re ason, t hough, for being concerned about this
b ill, because they were coming in on the o r iginal b i ll. And
what Se na t o r Br o w n a n d I t a l ke d ab o u t d u r i n g t he c ou r s e o f t i me
was th e f a c t t h a t may b e w e sh o u l d s t a r t o u t wi t h a p i l o t p r o j e c t
and see how it went. And then you could evaluate it, have some
criteria, some st andards, s o forth, a nd dec ide whether you
w anted to carry on or not. I don 't thi n k th i s b ill , thi s
amendment which becomes the bill, gets us there yet. And I' ll
t el l y o u why I t hi nk s o. I f you wi l l l ook at pag e 9 o f t he
amendment, it says that during the demonstration project the
Treasurer shall coordinate meetings with all state agencies
other than the courts and quasijudicial agencies, whatever the
quasijudicial agencies are, to determine the feasibility of
permanent implementation of the centralized system. On a date
determined by the Treasurer, all state agencies, all state
agencies, shall submit to the T reasurer a report detailing
specific configuration, costs, and operational issues that would
arise with permanent implementation of the c entralized system.
Then on Sep tember 1 of 2004, the Treasurer shall report to the
Legislature and the Governor regarding the feasibility of
permanent i mp l e menta t i o n of t he cen t r a l i ze d s y s t em . So t he
Treasurer is the one that makes the report on September 1, 2004.
Fifteen days later, a half a million dollars transfers into the
f und f o r a c e n t r a l i za t i o n p r o j e c t . An d I t o l d t h e c om m i tt e e ,
w hat concerned me is I don' t think t hat t he Leg islature h a s
enough oversight o ver th is process. What are the standards?
W hat are the criteria? Does a report being made jus tify th e
project, or should we have some say in it at some point? Do we
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