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d eal t wi t h , wha t wou l d y ou sa y t ha t , i n t h e n o r ma l
circumstances, with n o t having a lot of high-risk, or a lot of
mix, t h a t yo u ca n ad e q u a t e l y h a n d l e ?

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI : From a . . .as we ' r e sp e a k i n g h e r e , a s y o u
know, Sen a t o r Vr t i s k a , p r ob a t i o n o f f i c e r s h a ve d u a l
responsibility: presentence invest igation, and t ha t ' s
presentencing stage; an d on the post sentencing s tage, as a
community supervision. And that' s, in essence, i s what we ' re
discussing here. As far as numbers, if it has a good mix of
maximum, med i um , a n d m i n i m u m s u p e r v i s i o n , I wo u l d su sp e c t t ha t a
probation officer could competently supervise, as far a s a
number , o f a b o ut 1 90 t o 2 0 0 p e o p l e .

SENATOR VRTISKA: So in the past, I guess, taking what you said,
i n t h e p a st , a nd I t h i n k i t ' s b ee n p r e t t y we l l de m o n s ' . r a te d ,
most p r o b a t i o n o f f i ce r s h a v e h a d a d i f f i cu l t t i me ha n d l i n g t h e
caseloads they' ve had to carry, because I' ve talked to some
p robation officers who are almost at odd ends trying to keep u p
wit h t he wo r k l o ad t h a t t h e y ' r e p u t t i n g b e f o r e t h em . Wh i c h
demonst r a t e s t o me t h a t t h e o n l y a n sw e r , p r ob a bl y , wi t h b r i ng i ng
out probably some more high-risk people, t hat we ' re probably
going to ha ve to incr ease those numbers. Doe s n't that seem
t o . . . log i c a l ?

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI : I t i s en t i r e l y l og i ca l t o me . Bu t a s y ou
know, wi t h o u r b ud g e t a r y s i t ua t i on , we ' r e l o o k i n g a t j u s t t h e
o ppos i t e wi t h b o t h de p a r t m e n t s, Pa r o l e , u n d e r t h e Dep a r t m en t o f
Corre c t i o n s , a n d . . .

SPEAKER BROMM : T ime .

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: . ..Probation, under the Supreme Court.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Tha n k y o u .

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Sena tor Bromm, members of the Legislature, I
wanted to have a n opp ortunity b e fore lu nch to ask Sena tor
Brashear some ad d itional q u estions o n other sections of the
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