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And certainly, different people can have different perspectives.
And yo u b r i ng t h e . . .Senator Synowiecki, you bring the important
p erspec t i v e o f t h e p e op l e w h o a r e o n t h e f r o n t l i n e . So I r e ne w
again the pledge to try and work this through. I thank you a ll
for your attention. I do s till stand in opposition to AN0965.
T hank y o u .

SPEAKER BRONN PRES IDING

SPEAKER BRONN: T hank you, Senator Brashear. Senator Vrtiska.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the body .
I ' d l i k e t o h av e a sho r t d i a l og ue wi t h Se n a t o r Syn o w i e c k i , i f I
could .

SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Synowiecki, would you yield, please?

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Yes, Senator Bromm. Of course.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Senato r Synowiecki, I know you have a
l ong - t e r m d e a l i n g wi t h t h e p r ob a t i on a nd t h e a s p e c t s o f ho w i t
operates. And I too have always been interested i n try ing to
increase the num ber o f pro bation officers so that we ~an, i n
f act , t a k e c a r e f o r t h o se p e op l e a t a l owe r co s t , ce r t a i n l y ,
t han i n ca r ce r a t i o n . And t ha t ' s a g o a l t h a t I ' v e l oo k ed a t f o r a
l ong t i me . Ny qu e s t i on t o y o u ma i n l y i s , h o w m a n y , i n y ou r
experience, how manycan a probation officer handle? I s uspect a
l o t d e p e nd s o n t h e k i n d o f c a se s t h e y a r e . Bu t wh a t d o y ou
n ormal l y . . . you t a l ke d a bo u t 30 0 . Wh a t i s a b o u t t h e no r m a l
n u~e r o f pe o p l e t h a t a p r ob a t i o n c a n h a n d l e a n d s t i l l d o t he
j ob t h a t h e ' s e xp e c t e d t o do ?

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Senator Vrtiska, that's a good question.
Ana r e a l l y . . .and yo u h i t o n s om e th i n g i mp o r t a nt a s f a r a s wo r k
l oad f o r p r o b a t i o n o f f i ce r s . I t ' s n o t n e ce ss a r i l y ho w m a ny , b u t
t he r i sk l e v e l o f t h o se t h a t y ou s up e r v i se . Th e r e ' s d i f f e r e n t
contac t s t a nd a r d s fo r d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s o f r i s k . I f y ou h a v e an
ind i v i du a l wi t h a h i g h r i sk l e v e l , yo u r f a c e - t o - f a ce c on t a c t
standards for that person is much mo re en hanced than, for
instance, let's say, a first offender of drunk driving, who may
be assigned a relatively low risk level. So the work load, and
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