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SENATOR SYNOWIECK. : Se n a t o r Mo s s e y , t h a t ' s a g oo d q u e s t i o n . I
d o t h i n k . . .al t h o ug h my ea r l i e r comme n t s i n d i ca t e d t h a t t h e
p r imar y g o a l o f t he ame n dment , A M 0 9 65 , i s no t t o d e f l e c t a ny
type of work load assignment, in practical reality, there is a
s i t u a t i o n i n Dou g l as C o u n t y wh e r e p r ob a t i o n o f f i ce r s ' ca s e l o a d s
do far exceed ac cepted st andards i n pro bation or community
s uperv i s i o n . An d t h a t . . . boy , y o u op e n u n t o a c an o f wo r ms
there as far as a larger issue in terms of, if we' re going to
e mbark o r d i v e r t i ng i n d i v i d ua l s f r om o ur p e n i t e n t i a r y sy s t em a n d
utilizing the capacity of probation even m ore th a n wh at it ' s
utilized, :here i s going to be some serious personnel problems
in that area. And in terms of p robation of ficers i n Dou g las
County, it is not unusual for them to be carrying cases right
now excee d i n g 3 0 0 . I pe r so na l l y t h i nk i t i s a p ub l i c s a f e t y
issue. And so this whole concept of community corrections. . .and
I think S e nator S c himek a lso spoke to some of these concerns
with regard to our c urrent i n frastructure t hat we have ou t
there, and a lso , be yond th at, our infrastructure in terms of
community-based substance abuse and mental healtn treatment. I
know right now, currently, there's a four- to six-week wait for
residential treatment for substance abuse. If we embark on this
move to divert individuals from our Department o f Corrections
into the community, into comnunity-based treatment, into halfway
houses, I don't know if the capacity is currently there. That' s
another concern of mine with regard to the larger concept issues
behind community c o rrections. The cur rent infrastructure in
terms of conmunity-based substance a buse a nd mental hea lth
t r ea t ment , I d on ' t k no w i f i t ' s cap ab l e o f t a k i ng o n t he s e ex t r a
bodies that it ' s go ing to necessitate. So yeah, you touch on
s ome bona f i d e c on c e r n s , Se n a t o r M o s s e y , c o nc e r n s t ha t I i n d ee d
share and am trying to illustrate through the amendment. And
again , h op e f u l l y we c an come t o so me r e s o l u t i on o n t h e se
matte r s . Tha n k yo u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Senator Synowiecki. Were you
through, Senator Mossey? You were through?

SENATOR MOSSEY: Yes, I'm done. Thank you

SENATOR CUDABACK: Okay. T h ank you. Senator Brashear o n the
Synowiecki amendment .
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