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are be i n g done al r e a dy u nder e x i s t i n g l an g u age w i t h i n s t a t ut e ;
a nd se c o n d l y , I ' d l i k e t o r emi n d t h e m e mber s o f t h e Le g i s l a t u r e
that...of their grave concern, their serious concern with regard
to the possibility of civil liabilities for the probation
of f i c e r s . S o wi t h t ha t , I t h an k y o u , Se n a t o r Cu d a b a c k .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Synowiecki.
i n t r o d u c e d . ) On wi t h d i scu s si o n o f t h e Sy n owi e c k i
Senato r Br as h e a r .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Mr . President. members of the body, I rise in
r espec t f u l op p o s i t i on t o Sen a t o r Syn o w i e c ki ' s ame n dment . An d
I ' m g o i ng t o t r y a nd ex p l a i n t h i s a s d e l i c a t e l y an d
appropriately a s I can . Firs t of all, I want to make certain
t ha t . . .and I h o p e my t i m e i n t he b o d y h a s i nd i c a t e d ;hat I am
not prepared on General File to say, okay, let's throw it out,
keep it the way it is because it's wonderful. What brings us to
t hi s d a y i s t h a t t h e sy s t em w e h a v e n o w i s n o t sa t i s f a c t o r y , an d
it is not working. So to keep what we' ve got because someone
wants it do e s just not seem to be the correct solution at this
stage. I wa nt to send every signal t h at, as I ' ve t r i ed to
already, that I will be willing to work on a consultative basis
to find solutions to people's concerns. But having arrived at
what I' ve chosen t o characterize, for effect and fact, as the
bankruptcy of our correctional policies, t o sim ply s ay we ' ll
strike the new lan guage and keep what we' ve got because it' s
already being done is just not something that I can agree to, at
l eas t o n G e n e r a l Fi l e . Now , Sen a t o r Sy n o w i e c k i m ay p i n me t o
the mat, and by Final Reading, maybe that's my only choice. But
I don't think what I'm doing is surprising, because the 14-month
process that resulted in this had all of the participants who I
have t o l d y o u a b o u t an d I h av e i t emi z e d fo r th e re c o r d . Sen a t o r
Synowiecki has been very up - front ab o ut, he b rings thi s on
behalf o f the line p ro bation officers. I res pect his doing
that. But this is one where the line p robation o f ficers j u st
s imply can ' t have i t t he i r wa y , i n m y v i e w , i f we a r e go i n g t o
achieve what we need to achieve. Yes , they w ill ha ve more
r espons i b i l i t y . Ye s , t h ey wi l l h av e t o c omp l e t e m a y b e m o r e
p aperwork . Ye s , t he y wi l l b e r e sp o n si b l e f o r t h e d e c i s i o n s t h ey
make. I don't think they have any more or l ess personal
liability for the decisions they make for and on behalf of their
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