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q uest i o n ?

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Yes , Mr . President, I will. Ye s, Senator
Beutler, that is a criminal violation of th~ law.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Oka y. And th e pro bation o f ficer i n that
instance would have th e prerogative...and I'm not sure how to
fairly characterize this, so if I mischaracterize it, it's not
i ntentional, Senator, i t's be cause I ' m not su r e. Bu t t h e
p roba t i o n o f f i ce r wo u l d se e m t o h a ve t h e p r e r og a t i v e o f i g n o r i n g
the criminal v iolation, no t informing a u thorities of the
criminal violation, and simply administering a. . . i f he s o ch o se ,
a dmin i s t e r i n g a n a dmi n i st r a t i v e s an c t i on , i n o t h e r wo r d s ,
ratcheting down on the terms of probation in res ponse to that
c r i m i n a l ac t i v i t y . Te l l me t o wh at e x t e n t , i f an y , I ma y ha v e
mischaracterized that situation.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: You' re...Senator Beutler, you have c orrectly
c harac t e r i ze d t h e s i t u a t i on . An d we b e g i n b y t h i s k i n d o f a
d ia l o gu e t o u nd e r s t a n d w h a t t h e r e w as t h a t a g r ou p o f p e op l e
with an int erest i n and a responsibility for this area of the
l aw c o u l d t a l k a b o ut a l l da y o n ce a mo n t h f o r 14 mo n t h s .
I t . . .because i f y ou h av e i t so t h a t ev e r y v i o l a t i on o f t ha t k i n d
o r t y p e . . .and you' ve taken one that's fairly clear and advanced.
But if you . ..if we' re worried about any kind of a dirty drug
f i n d i n g k i nd o f t h i ng , i f we ' r e a l wa y s g o i n g t o r e i n c a r c e r a t e ,
if we' re always going to go through a revocation hearing, if the
discipline is always going to be imposed by the courts, then we
are not going to achieve any of th e sav ings a nd the reduced
incarcerated popu lations tha t other ju ris dictions have
experienced by having discretion in those who are on th e fro nt
l i n e d ea l i n g wi t h t h e se p e op l e , . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BRASHEAR : . ..and thinking that they have someone nearly
ready to cr e s t t h e h i l l , b u t h av i n g t o t ak e t he m a l l t h e way
back for having slipped, for having made a mistake, f or havi ng
h ad a p r ob l em .

SENATOR BEUTLER : Well , I. .
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