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However, I want it clear on the record and to those who support
t hese a sp e c t s o f t he b i l l t o kn o w t h a t we ' v e g ot a l o t o f wo r k
t o d o a n d w e c a n e l i mi n a t e a l o t o f t h i s su r p l u sa ge wi t ho u t
h ur t i n g t he b i l l a t a l l , i n my o p i n i o n . Tha nk y o u ,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th an k y ou , Se n a t o r Cha m b e r s.
Beutler, on the Brashear amendment.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Brashear, since we' re focusing on this
probation officer di scretion p rovision o n pag e 19 a nd the
re l a t e d de f i n i t i o n s an d t h a t wh o l e co n c ep t , l e t me t a ke t h i s a
l i t t l e f u r t he r an d i nq u i r e o n a co u p l e o t h e r t h i n g s , a nd a l so
g ive y o u t h e o pp o r t u n i t y t o ex p l a i n wh at t h a t wh o l e p r ov i s i o n i s
a bout , w h a t w e ' r e t r y i ng t o do t h e r e . An d . . . wel l , a n d p e r h a p s I
would j u s t op e n wi t h t h a t . Ma yb e wou l d y ou c a r e t o e x p l a i n a
little bit what the general idea is that we' re trying to do with
this provis~on that's helpful to the system?

SENATOR CVDABACK: Would you respond, Senator Brashear.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Yes , Mr . Pr esident. Thank y ou, Senator
Beutler. Yes, I'd be pleased to respond and endeavor to . We
are co n f r o n t e d wi t h a sy s t em n o w i n wh i c h s t a t u t o r i l y we d o n o t
a l l o w a n y o f t h e d i sc r e t i o n wh i c h we ' r e a t t emp t i ng t o c r e a t e
here , so t h a t i f a p r ob a t i o n of f i c e r i s co n f r o n t e d b y
somebody. .

.let's understand p robation i s the su s pension o f
further or worse punishment. It 's grant ing som ebody an
i n t e r med i a t e s a n c t i o n i n t h e h op e t h a t t h e y wi l l n o t n ee d
i ncarcera t i o n .

SENATOR BEUTLER: C lari fy for me , u nder the current law, if
there's a violation of probation, the only prerogative of the
probation officer is to seek revocation of probation with the
j udge? I s t ha t . ..tell us a little more what current law is.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Revo cation or di scipline f rom t he court,
which would require going back to the court and having a hearing
a nd ha v i n g a d e c i s i o n , a n d t h a t ' s wh a t I r e f e r r e d t c e a r l i e r .
Whenever we' re saving court and prosecutorial and defense time,
we call th at judicial e c onomy be cause we' re not fu rther
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