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that . Bu t b a c k t o wha t I wa s sa y i ng ab o u t so m e a s p e c t s of t he
bill, because at this point I don't intend to offer am ndments.
I 'm g o i n g t o s up p o r t a dv a n c e ment o f t h e b i l l . I h op e Se n a t o r
Brashear doesn't ge t too nervous because the body is going to
support this bill, the body is going to advance it. But i t is
n ot t h e k i n d o f b i l l wh i ch s ho u l d n o t b e su b j e c t e d t o v e r y
care f u l , se a r c h i n g s cr u t i n y . On p ag e 7 . . . 17 , t h e p r o b a t i on
officer can imp ose a curfew, and it doesn't give any direction
or limitation on the basis on which this curfew can be i mposed.
The probation officer can say not aloud to the probationer, I' ve
got so me t h i ng s t o do fo r t h e ne x t t wo we ek s a t n i g h t s o I ' m
going to tell this probationer that he or she has got to be home
b y eight o' clock every night. And how do you g e t t he
proba t i o n e r t o co n s e n t t o t ha t ? I f y ou d o n ' t c o n se n t , I ' m go i ng
to take you through the process to have your probation revoked.
And i f I don ' t ge t y ou o n t hi s one , I wi l l get you bef or e i t ' s
over, because they will believe me more than they believe you,
a nd you k n o w t h a t , I k n ow t ha t , t h e sy s t e m k n o w s i t , a n d t h o se
who would make a decision based on an appeal by you cannot do
anyth ing t o u n d e r cu t my a u t h o r i t y as a p r o b a t i o n o f f i ce r be c a use
they need me. So, are you going to accept the imposition of
t h i s cu r f e w ? And t h e p r o b a t i on e r s ay s y e s . An d t h e sam e i s t he
case a l l t h e wa y d ow n t h e l i n e . Am I mi s t r u st f u l of p r o b a t i on
officers? Yes . Am I m istrustful of pol ice? Yes . Am I
mist r u s t f u l o f j u dg e s a n d p r o s e cu t o r s ? Ab so l u t e l y . Am I
mistrustful of my colleagues who have it in their power to enact
l aws t h a t g ov e r n e v e r y a sp e c t o f p eo p l e ' s l i ve s ? Ab s o l u t e l y ,
and that's wh y I engag e in ex te nded de bate, to stop my
colleagues from putting on the books laws that a re unwi se and
unjust. I am m istrustful of all those who exercise power over
othe rs , a nd I wi l l n ot co n s e n t t o h a v i n g t h i s k i n d o f b r o ad
authority given to p robation officers. It i s wrong. It is
i nappr o p r i a t e .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: At least judges have to comply, or appear to
comply , wi t h t h e r e qu i r em e n ts o f du e p r o ce s s l a i d o u t i n t he
U.S. and the Nebraska Constitution. There is no restriction, no
account a b i l i t y b u i l t i n t h i s b r o a d - sw e e p i n g g r a n t of au t h o r i t y
t o p r o ba t i on o f f i c e r s , b u t I a m n o t g o i ng t o o f f e r ame n dment s .
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