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a nyth i n g t h a t i s o f se v e r e . . .of sufficient seriousness or danger
to society to be locked up, so we' re talking about people whose
o ffenses are no t gre at. If I were fac ing all of thes e
r es t r i c t i on s , wh i ch a r e g r e a t e r t h an t h o s e I wou l d f a ce i f I wa s
l ocked up i n j a i l , I ' d s ay l o c k me u p . Fi r st o f a l l , i f I ' m i n
jail, Senator Synowiecki, I'm not punished for associating with
people who ha v e com mitted c r imes or have a criminal history,
because everybody in jail has that k ind of b ackground, s o I
c annot b e p u n i sh e d f o r i t . Bu t i f I ha v e a b r o t h e r , a co u s i n o r
a b e s t f r i e nd , wh o h ad f a l l e n i n t o t he c l u t c h e s o f t h e l a w, a nd
I as s o c i a t e wi t h t h a t p e r so n , no t t h a t we ' r e c om m i t t i n g c r i me s ,
I could be trying to rescue that person, that can be a basis for
me l o s i ng my p r o b a t i o n , an d i t ' s a t t he wh i m o f a p r o b a t i on
o ff i c e r . They ar e not pr oh i b i t ed by any t hi ng I see f r om
d r i n k i n g o n o r o f f t he j o b , f o r b e i n g d r u n k wh e n t h ey m a k e a
decision, for being upset because they had a spat with a spouse
or a sig nificant o ther and will take it out on a probationer.
L et me s e e , no w I ' v e g o t 3 0 a l t e r n a t i ve s . Wh i c h o n e am I g o i ng
t o h i t h i m wi t h t od a y ? An d a l wa ys t h e h am mer o v e r t h e h ea d t h a t
i f yo u d on ' t a g r ee wi t h e v e r y t h i ng I sa y , I ' m g o i ng t o se e t h a t
your probation is revoked. There is a peculiar provision in all
of this. On page 17, in lin e 6, it tal k s about the. full
k nowledg e a nd c on s en t o f t h e p r ob a t i o n er t o an a dm in i s t r a t i v e
sanction, which is additional probation requirements imposed on
t he wh i m o f a p r o ba t i on o f f i ce r . I f t h e p r ob a t i on er do e s n o t
consent, what happens to the probationer then? A nd how do we
t al k a b ou t c o n se n t , wh i ch me an s v o l u n t a r i l y a g r e e i n g t o
someth in g w i t h o u t a n y c o e r c i on b e i ng ap p l i ed , wh e n t h e p r o b a t i o n
o fficer is in a position to apply coercion? So , th is w ho l e
sect i o n p r o b a b l y ne e d s a l o t o f wo r k , mo st o f wh i c h wi l l c o n s i s t
i n e l i m i n a t i n g much o f t he l an g uage .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I don 't believe in giving anybody this much
cont ro l ov e r a n o t h er p e r so n ' s l i f e . Wh e n y o u co m mi t a c r i me ,
you do not relinquish, b ased on my po sition, your right to
s elf-respect, human dignity and all of those things that can b e
t aken f r om yo u i f y ou ' r e p l ac e d i n t he h a n ds o f som e b ody c a l l e d
a pr o b a t i on o f f i c e r wh o de c i d es t o i mpo s e t h i s wi t h a v e ng e a n c e .
I don't see any place where the probationer can a ppeal a ny o f
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