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SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Thank you , Sen ator Cudaback. Sena tor
Beut l e r , l e t me j u s t l e t yo u kn ow t h a t . . .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator, I' ve hit you w ith a co ld ques tion
h ere . I f y ou wan t t o g i v e som e r e f l e c t i o n . . .

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI : We l l , y e ah , I wa s . .

S ENATOR BEU T L E R : . . . on t he wa y y o u f e e l a b o u t t h i s a r e a o r
whatever, please feel free to take your time.

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI : And , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , I d i dn ' t g e t t o he a r
everything you were discussing. I was talking to Senator
Hartn e t t t h e r e m o men t a ri l y . Le t me j u st l e t yo u k n ow , Se n a t o r
B eut l e r , I ha v e b e e n c on t a c t e d by a l o t o f my f o r m er co l l e a gu e s ,
both in the department I worked and in other parts of the state,
and, Senato r B e u t l e r , t he p r o b a t i o n o f f i ce r s h a v e c o ncerns about
this administrative sanction p rovisions w i thin LB 46, to the
e xtent that it gives probation o fficers c e rtain a u thority t o
make judgments o ver de fendants and the exposure of potential
liability in that area, in the sense that a c r iminal c ourt on
the judiciary end of t hings, their criminal court decision
m aking, a s I und e r s t an d i t , as t he pr o b a t i o n o f f i ce r s u n d e r s t a nd
i t , a re i nsu l a t e d f r o m any c i v i l l i abi l i t y . And t he pr obat i on
officers' concern with regard to this, provisions within this
bill, Senator Beutler, are that if they implement an
a dminis t r a t i v e sanc t i o n, and l et ' s say , f or exa mp le , t h e n e x t
day the offender goes out and commits additional violations and
victimizes more people, you know, what is the liability there on
the probation officer? Whereas, if the criminal court makes
that decision, there's some insulation there from liability,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI : . . .a s I u nd e r s t a nd i t .

S ENATOR BEUTLER: A s I read the bill, o r at lea st in goin g
t hroug h i t , I d i dn ' t n o t i ce an y p r o v i s i o n s t h a t p r o t ec t
p robation officers, in terms of their liability, explicitly i n
the bill. Would that be correct that there are none?

2825


