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SENATOR Dw . PEDERSEN: . . .reasons that the serious prison riots
that we' ve had across this country in the past stopped. We need
jobs, we need work, we need structure, and a lot of that can be
done for the people we are not scared of on the outside, and
LB 46 will bring that to us. I t's not everything, but it is a
beginning, and I just know you people are going to support it.
T hank you . And t ha n k y ou , S e na to r B r a s hear .

SPEAKER BROMM: T h ank you, Senator Pedersen. Senator Brashear,
y our light is next. He waives. Senator Chambers. He wa ive s .
Senator Synowiecki. I 'm so rry, excuse me. Sena tor Schimek.
And she w a i ve s . Se na t o r Sy n o w i e c k i , f i n a l l y .

S ENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Memb ers, just t o
echo Senator Pedersen, I want to thank Senator Brashear for all
of his hard work in steering the committee, also to you, Senator
Pedersen, Senator Bourne, and everyone that contributed t o the
c ommunit y co r r ec t i on s b i l l . Wi t ho u t q u e s t i o n , I su p po r t t h e
concept of community corrections. The r e's no doubt a b out it .
It provides efficiency; provides accountability for offenders,
much, much, much more e f f i c i e n t a n d chea pe r as wel l f o r t he
t axpaye r s . Bu t I do t h i nk t ha t we n ee d t o h av e a d i sc u s s i o n o n
o ur current infrastructure and administrative apparatus that w e
have for our two comnunity supervision departments. W h at we
have is the Probation D epartment, that is giv e n sta tutory
authority to sup ervise o f fenders in the community, as well as
obviou s l y t he Pa r o l e Of f i c e a nd t h e Pa r o l e Admi n i s t r a t i o n i s
g iven s t a t u t o r y a u t h o r i t y t o sup e r v i s e i n m a te s i n t he c o mmunit "

.

.

The problem is, is t hese two identities are fragmented and
inconsistent. We have probation. Probation is under the
Supreme Cour t adm in i s t r at i vel y . The p r i ma r y m is s i o n o f t he
Supreme Court is obvious. It's to provide a court system, b oth
civil and criminal, for the citizens of Nebraska. The umbrella
agency in which Probation is under is not to provide any sort of
community supervision of offenders, likewise, likewise with o ur
Parole Department. Parole currently is under the Department of
Correc t i on s . Wi t h ou t qu e s t i o n , t h e di r e c t o r o f t h e De pa r t me n t
of Corrections w ill te l l yo u that their primary focus, their
primary mission is institutional corrections, and rightfully so,
f or t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e p u b l i c , p r o t e c t i o n o f p u b l i c s a f e t y .
So what we have is our two community supervision departments
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