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SPEAKER BROMM : Thank you , Senator Brashear. Sena tor Dwite
Pedersen, yo u h ave 3 m i n u t e s an d 3 0 s e c onds .

SENATOR Dw . P E DERSEN: Th an k y o u , Mr . Spe a k e r an d Se n at o r
Brashear. I want the body to know that this bill would never
h ave g o t t h i s f a r wi t h o u t t he d i r e c t i o n o f Se n a t o r Br a sh e a r . I
know that many of us in here have worked a nd talked a bout th is
k in d o f t h i n g f o r a l o ng t i me , a l on g wi t h a l o t o f t he p e op l e
who se r v e d o n t he c om m i tt e e . Bu t , a s t h e Ch a i r man o f t h i s
committee, he he l d our noses to the grindstone, the meetings
were regular, consistent, and forced us to get something done.
This wou l d n o t h av e b e en d o ne wi t h ou t h i s d i r ec t i o n a nd I
b el i eve h e n e eds t o b e r ec o g n i zed f o r t ha t . As you m i g h t know ,
I ' m v e r y mu c h i n sup p o r t o f L B 4 6 . My o n l y r eg r e t i s t h a t we
d idn ' t d o i t b e f o r e we b u i l t t h e n e w p r i so n a s t h a t wa s
b asi c a l l y t h e s am e t h i ng I wa n t e d w h e n I p u t t h e ame n dment o n t o
stop the new prison, was to build work release centers and to do
more o f t h e c om m u n i ty c o r r e c t i o n t yp e t h i n g . Bu t j u s t some o f
the numbers, so you understand it, less than one-fourth o f the
i nmate s we h a ve ou t o f t he 4 , 0 0 0 , a p p r o x i m a te l y 4 , 0 0 0 i n t he
state of Nebraska, are in for violent crimes, and they' re the
o nes wh o g e t t he mo s t p u b l i c i t y . Tha t me a n s we ha v e
t hre e - f o ur t h s o f t h em t h a t a r e no t i n t h e r e f o r v i o l en t c r i me s ,
b ut I wou l d su gg e s t t o y ou t ha t at l e a s t a ha l f o f t h em n e e d t o
be there because of their past criminal records, th e ty p e of
cr ime t h ey mi gh t ha v e c omm i t t e d , a nd t h e p un i s hm e nt t he y n ee d .
But that still leaves a good fourth o f the inma tes tha t are
there only being warehoused. And the whole idea of punishment
by itself is absolutely ridiculous, because there's not a person
i n t h i s r oo m o r a p e r s on i n t h a t p r i so n t h a t d i dn ' t b e co me
acclimated t o their surroundings w i thin a week to two weeks'
t ime . Th a t d i d n o t me a n t he y wer e h ap p y t he e n t i r e t i me t h e y
were there, bu t you lea rn to live there. And it's not fancy
living. That's why I take tours every year, so people can come
t hrough the pri sons and see that it's not fancy living. Ye s ,
t hey h a v e T V . Ye s , t he y h av e a i r c on d i t i on i ng . Bu t i f y o u
worked t h e r e , y ou wou l dn ' t wa n t a ny t h i n g l e ss . A i r c on d i t i o n i n g
and TVs are the two main...

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

2813


