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substitute a generic drug of an equivalent nature. But tha t ' s
s t r i k e o ne , Se n a t o r Ch am b e r s . I wa n t e d t o co n t i n u e t o a sk
Senator Jensen a couple of questions, if he would. And, again,
Senator Jensen, my concern is i s that we have a number of
seniors in Nebraska, a s ignificant number of seniors in
Nebraska, and the mail order portion of this amendment I think,
you know, will...if we change it, it i mpacts a significant
n umber o f peo p l e i n N e b r a s ka , a n d I j u st wa n t t o m a k e s u r e t h a t
we' re not changing it in a way that p rotects a p a r t i cu l a r
i ndus t r y a nd t ha t i t ma k e s i t mo r e f a vo r ab l e t o ou r
constituents, that they can still get th e co s t ben efits f rom
these mail order services and yet still be protected. And could
y ou k i n d o f r e i t e r a t e , Se na t o r J en se n , i f y ou wo u l d y i e l d ,
exactly what this does?

SENATOR CUDABACK. Se na t o r .

SENATOR BOURNE: Because, again, I see s ome language in here
t ha t r equ i r e s a n em p lo y men t o f a f u l l - t i me p h a r m a c i s t . An d I am
wondering i f that's pr otecting the pharmaceutical industry or
the pharmacist industry or if it is protecting the individuals.
A nd, a g a i n , i f i t ' s g o i n g t o a d d co s t t o t he ma i l o r de r p r og r am ,
is that something that we want to do?

SENATOR JENSEN : Yes , and thank you, Senator Bourne. And I,
also, would not like to increase the cost to any citizea in this
s tate , a n d we were t o l d at t he he a r i n g b y t he phar mac i s t s t hat
t his s h oul d no t af f e c t t he co s t t o any on e r e c e i v i n g d r u g s i n t he
state . I t was supp o r t e d c e r t ai n l y by t he p h a r maci s t s , b u t i t
was also by HHS who really felt that this...that they really
didn't have an opportunity. There were some cases of some drugs
coming i n t h a t w e r e w r ong an d t h e y d i d n ' t ha v e a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o
go address that issue. So this allows them to do that. But I
can check into that further but certainly at the h earing t here
was no ind ication, as a matter of fact they said, no, it would
not increase the cost.

S ENATOR BOURNE: So you had testimony at the hearing that tha t
cost wo u l d no t b e i n c r e a s e d b ut co n s u mer p r o t e c t i o n f e a t u r e s t o
o ur s e n i o r s wo u l d b e .
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