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hate to see a provision that is valuable wind up in a piece of
unconstitutional 1legislation. If somebody didn't like anything
in this bill, a challenge could be made. Until a challenge is
made, an act by the Legislature is presumed to be
constitutional. And it takes a supermajority of the Nebraska
Supreme Court to strike down a legislative act. 1Instead of four
of the seven judges, it would take five of the seven. But when
you have a bill which clearly is unconstitutional, you sometimes
get an unanimous seven vote majority striking down a bill. 1
doubt that anybody who feels however strongly about one or all
of these different subjects could honestly say that when
combined in one bill that bill contains one subject. It does
not. And there have been numerous Nebraska cases handed down by
the Nebraska Supreme Court, and the Supreme Courts in other
states, explaining why a bill should contain only one subject.
The main reason in Nebraska is that the constitution says so.
This is not 1like Congress where anything you can get attached
can attach and ride along. Some of these things are not just
cleanup, and some of them are valuable. 1 especially like
Senator Synowiecki's amendment. If you go ahead and attach all
of these provisions and advance the bill, if nobody else would
ask, I would ask for the Attorney General's Opinion for this
reason.

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: We could find out early enough that it's
likely the bill is unconstitutional, then we could salvage what
we thought ought to be given the opportunity to make it across
the board in a form that is constitutional. But I'm not going
to oppose or object to vyou suspending the rules or whatever
other course you choose to take. And, in fact, if you suspend
the rules, there 1is some questions I want to ask about
LB 821 (sic-AM0821), not to delay but for clarification. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Jensen, if I could just ask a couple
of questions.
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