TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

March 25, 2003 LB 608

advantage of and purchase whatever it is you sell going to come

from? If they have to travel a great distance and haul
something, then there are transportation and fuel costs, and
they can get it cheaper someplace else. So it might sound

alluring to say $1 million and 10 jobs, but the reality, from
where I sit, 1is that that's not going to work. This is what
hurts the rural community, not what some of us talked about this
morning in terms of making whoever gets these jobs, I mean gets
this money for starting these jobs having to pay a certain
minimum wage. What hurts the rural community is when we put
something in place that 1is just a sop, s-o-p. It looks like

we're doing something but, in fact, we're doing nothing. The
amount of investment has to be sufficiently large to make it
possible to start a business with a chance of succeeding. 1f

you put the amount low, you are building in failure, and I don't
think 1it's going to work. And somebody might say, well, it's
not a maximum of $1 million, that's the minimum. Somebody might
see where they can start a business and they'd invest a lot more
money. So I'd like to ask Senator Landis a question.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Landis, would you respond to a
question?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Landis, if Wal-Mart wanted to open a
warehouse, could they get LB 775 money?

SENATOR LANDIS: They can get it if it 1is for a distribution
center and, in fact, have done so. I think it's in the North
Platte area, as I recall. 1It's not a retail outlet. It's a
distribution center by which they feed then their goods out to
various retail centers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So if that seemed to be the only viable
business, it would probably have to be on a large enough scale
and tied into a going concern to get them to come there and then
they'd get LB 775 money and not even bother with this, would
that be correct? Because they couldn't double-dip, could they?

SENATOR LANDIS: The project, you get...you can have miltiple
projects inside the same company but they are accounted for
separately. But let me just see if I can get to the nature of
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