
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 608March 25 , 2 00 3

SPEAKER BROMM: Well , I don't know. There's all kinds of, you
know, it's still c e rtainly p o ssible to te lemarket l ots o f
things; raising money for charitable causes and things like
that. Yeah, I think there is still a viable business there. I
do.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you , Sen ator Br omm, a nd my t ime
probably is up. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Landis,
followed by Senators Jones, Bromm, and Mines. Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS: I was asked a question b y Senator Br omm and
I' ve got th e ans wer f o r him. He asked me about the bill we
passed a couple of years ago for the rural areas. And the
thresholds were formulas, not amounts. The number of jobs that
y ou h a d t o e nt i c e f o r a p r o j e c t u n de r t h a t b i l l wa s
1 1/2 p e r c en t o f t he l abo r f or ce i n t he co u n t y . I mag i n e i n a
smal le r c ou n t y , 1 , 0 00 p eo p l e i n t he l ab o r f o r c e . Th a t wo u l d b e
15 jobs. In the even t you were looking at an investment, it
d epends o n w h e t h e r t he r e i s 3 , 0 0 0 p e op l e i n t h e l ab o r f o r ce i n
that county or mor e. If the re's less than 3,000, that means
it's $50,000 times 0.5 percent of th e labo r for ce. In ou r
hypothetical before w h ich w as the 1,0 00 people in the labor
f or ce , i t wo u l d b e $5 0 , 0 0 0 t i m e s 0 . 5 p e r c e nt a n d t ha t wo u l d b e
$250,000 of investment and 15 jobs. In the investment, if it' s
greater than 3,000 people in the labor f orce in that cou nty,
it's then $100,000 point...times 0.5 percent of the population.
And, anyway, that...those were the elements that w ere pa r t o f
t ha t b i l l . I ca n t e l l y ou t h a t i n t e s t i mo n y b e f o r e t h e Re v e n u e
Commit t ee , t h e Di r e c t o r o f t he Dep a r t me nt o f Eco n omi c
Development d i d n o t l ay a t t h e t h r e sh o l d s t he p r o b l em w i t h t h e
bill. What he defined was essentially the dif ference b e tween
the wage sc ales that we r e man dated b y the bill compared to
states that surrounded us. So that one could easily place in a
state on any of ou r bor d e r s a p r oj e c t t hat w o u l d n o t t r i p t he
same labor figures that were in Nebraska. And because of t h at,
it wasn't the investment, it wasn't the number of employees so
much, as it was the wage terms that were in that bill. However,
there was an argument that 30 jobs was too much in LB 775. Bu t
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