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the rural and the urban area, could not in a rural area a retail
e stab l i sh men t qu a l i f y ? Wh a t ha r m wou l d t h e r e b e d on e a nd h o w
would i t sk e w t h e p r o g r am?

SENATOR LANDIS: Senator Chambers, if I was to make an a rgument
a gains t t he ap p l i ca t i on o f t h a t , a n d i f I wa s t r y i n g t o t h i n k o f
one, it might be like something along this line; that is that
you don' t n e e d g e ner a l l y t o ' incent' the existence of fina l
consumer retail outlets because there is a market there of
people willing to buy. And if there is a market, then since you
don't drive 200 m iles t o buy g r o c e r i e s , you eon ' t need t o
'incent' a grocery store from being there because there will be
a natural market for it. Let me give you a second angle on it
as well, an d th a t is if you have some existing businesses and
y ou br i n g i n a n e w c ompet i t o r , a n d y o u g i v e t h e n e w compet i t o r a
tax incentive because they' re larger, they have a tendency to
run out of business the other potential competitors as well. So
you create winners and losers. I think someplace between those
t wo arguments i s t he t he me t ha t y o u c a n r e s p ond t o .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: W el l , no w i f y o u , an d i f y ou ' l l s t ay o n yo u r
feet , i f you don ' t ha v e t h a t la r ge o f a com munity , wh y w ou ld a
large retailer such as, let's say, Kmart or Wal-Mart move into
that area when there would not be a large enough customer base
to support that store?

SENATOR LANDIS: They wouldn' t. They would move t here be cause
their belief was there'd be a long-term market payoff.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Now if you know, and not to cut you off,

SENATOR LANDIS : Su r e .

SENATOR CH A MBERS: . . .what i s t h e sma l l e s t c om mun i t y y ou c an
think of where one of those large s tores h as co m e in ? And
here's what I mean by smallest. Are you aware of some locations
where in the entire county there were fewer than 20,000 people
a nd one of these large stores set up? I know they might set u p
near, you know , lik e sa y four counties come together and you
wouldn't have enough customers in one county but you' re in, you
know, like from a region you might be able to draw people. Are
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