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SENATOR CVDABACK: Senator Landis, you' re recognized to open on
t he f i f t h co m p o n en t o f t h e d i v i d e d comm i t t e e ame n d ment s t o
LB 608 .

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you , Senator Cudaback, members of the
Legislature. This is what you would call the rural tier. We
have three le vels of LB 775, $20 million of investment, no new
j obs ; $ 3 mi l l i on o f i nv e s t m en t a nd 3 0 ne w j ob s ; $1 0 mi l l i o n o f
i nves t men t a n d 10 0 j ob s . Do I h av e t h a t r i g h t ? I t h i nk I d o .
Now this has to do with that second tier, that is the $3 million
and 30 jobs. What our Department of Economic D evelopment t o l d
u s i n p u b l i c h ea r i n g w as t h a t t he ap p l i ca t i on o f L B 77 5 t o r u r a l
c ommuni t i e s mo st o f t en t r i pp e d u p on t he 3 0 em p lo y e e s st a n d a r d ;
that the projects that were appropriate projects that could be
lured to rural Nebr aska we re pro j ects that ha d fewer than
30 votes, (laugh) 30 votes, 30 employees. So the idea that came
t o us , a n d i t wa s i n t h e Go ve r n o r ' s b i l l , wa s t o do i t f o r
$ 2 mi l l i o n o f i nv e s t me n t an d 2 0 j o b s . Wh a t t h e . . . and t h e n
100,000 people in the county or less. T he committee d id this .
The c o m mi tt e e s a i d , a l l r i g ht , a ru r a l t i e r mak e s s en s e b u t
100,000 people is not a rural c ounty, not in this state. Sarpy
County is not a rural coun ty. Grand I sland is not a rural
county. A rural county is different than that. So we' re going
to use a different threshold and we picked a threshold of 20,000
inhabitants in the county or less that constitutes a rural tier.
Understand that there are, I believe, 59 counties that have used
LB 775, and so there are projects in a wide number of counties.
But i f t h e r e a r e some co u n t i e s t ha t h a v e b ee n l e f t b e h i n d
because they' re sparsely populated and they are rural, then we
should reflect that, so the number is 20,000 in habitants.
Secondly, there w as an area of agreement with the Governor' s
bill and that was to go to 20 jobs, so this does have 20 jobs in
it. Wh a t is a distinction, a second d is tinction w ith the
Governor's original proposal was the Governor wanted to lower
the amount of investment for these kinds of projects. This bill
1 7 year s a g o h ad $ 3 mi l l i o n i n i t . I f y o u we r e t o d o t o da y t h e
value o f t h e co n t r i bu t i on t h a t wa s m a d e w h e n t h i s b i l l wa s f i r st
passed, t hat numb er wou l d not be $3 mi l l i on , i t wou l d
$ 4. 8 b l a n k , b l an k , b l an k , b l an k , b l an k mi l l i o n . I n o t he r wo r d s ,
i t ' s g o n e u p b y o v e r h a l f i n i t s , y ou kn o w , i t s va l u e of t oday .
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