TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

March 25, 2003 LB 608

this 1is my time ¢to vent and it's a bill about which I will
speak, but I will not have any guilty role to play in moving it
across the board. Some people feel that if the bill moved,
there will be another day when a battle can be waged on these
very same issues. I hope they are telling the truth, but I will
not vote for the bill in its present form, and I will not vote
for this committee amendment, but I'm just one vote. Thank you,
Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator. You may continue Senator
Chambers, your light is next.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature, I
would ask somebody who knows what is in this bill what is in it,
but I'm not going to waste the body's time. There 1is nothing
they can mention about this bill which is a positive good. They
might say, well, we started at point A and this bill, when we
started out, was to move us to point B, which is ten yards away
from point A. Well, although the present form of the bill moves
us only one centimeter toward point B, that one centimeter is
farther along than we would be without the bill. But some
differences are so inconsequential that they make no difference.
Not every change or modification is an improvement. What will
be made better if this bill, in its present form, should the
committee amendment be adopted, what will be made better by this
bill? All it will do is strengthen the business lobby, persuade
them they run this Legislature, that nobody is going to stand up
to them. They shake their fist and rattle that door back there,
and everybody knuckles under. They put up the white flag of
surrender and wave it. You know what we have the opportunity to
do on these bills, "Brother" Mines? I didn't say brother of
mine, 1 said "Brother®” Mines. We can pin on our chest the red
badge of courage or you can stick in your lapel the white
feather of cowardice. So which will it be? I and the business
community already know. We know you. We understand you. But
they're trying to take advantage of you and keep you where they
know you are, and I'm trying to raise you into stars of manhood
and womanhood. And who will win? The business community, of
course. 1 know it. You know it. I would never conduct myself
in such a way that somebody could talk about me like this, and
I'd just have to sit there and swallow spit because they're
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