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b etween r u r a l an d u r b a n, b u t I t h i n k t h a t i s r e a l i t y . And I
think that t he le ss agg ressive s chedule is probably what is
really realistic for those in the ru ral areas. I had some
figures from Yo rk County and Seward County. Those are rural
areas. They have taken and they have several companies in b o th
York Co u n t y an d Sewa r d Co u n t y t h a t h a v e q u a l i f i ed f o r L B 77 5
funding. The median wage for York was $ 31,000 , f o r Sewa r d
$33,000. I have to agree with Senator Thompson. The thing that
u pset s me b o t h . . .o r mo s t i s l o o k i n g a t wh a t . t h a t i s wh a t t he
male earnings are. The female earnings are almost $10, 000 less,
and tha t d oe s u p se t me . I t h i nk w h a t w e ' r e d o i n g h e r e i s j us t
t r y i n g t o f i nd u s a mi n i m u m s t a n d a r d . We ' r e n ot j u s t t a l k i ng
about any business. We are talking about those businesses that
are qualifying fo r ta x credits. So I w ill be supporting the
amendment . I do b e l i ev e t h a t i t i s a co mp r o m is e . Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Stuhr. Sena tor Red field,
y ou a r e n e x t .

SENATOR REDFIELD: Thank you, Senator Schimek, members of the
body. I am going to support the amendment because it does, in
fact, lower i t to ...for the rural tier. And I think that what
Senator Stuhr was alluding to is very, v ery important in our
discussion. The reason that you are often seeing wages for
female Nebraskans at a lower rate is because t here jus t is n' t
availability. A nd I recognize the fact that there are a lot of
homes in our rural communities where, because of th e la n d and
their ties to the lan d, the y don 't have the possibility of
moving, so their range of opportunity is within a certain amount
of drivable miles. And these people want jobs, they need j obs,
t hey ha v e sk i l l s , a n d t h e y n e ed op p o r t u n i t i e s . I t h i n k t h a t i t
would behoove us as a Legislature to m ake those opportunities
available to all of our citizens, and if this is a step forward
I would appreciate our supporting it. If we need to a d just it
f ur t h e r , t he n so b e i t . Bu t I t h i nk t ha t we d o ne e d a t i e r h a t
would be workable and usable in our rural economy. It's not
because we value these people less. It is not because we value
their skills l e ss. It is b e cause they need the opportunity.
There is no choice sometimes for these people. There a re no
jobs available, and we need to make sure that we are trying to
do our utmost best tc make sure that we' re 'incenting' companies
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