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local and state money on job training for places or for jobs
t ha t d i dn ' t p ay we l l e n ou g h a nd d i dn ' t h a v e b e ne f i t s . Why
s hould w e sp e n d t ax p a y e r d o l l a r s o n t h a t ? Un l e s s p e o p l e co u l d
s how, t ha t c ame i n , t h a t wan t ed t o d o t r a i n i n g , o r t h e n um b e r s
s howed that we received every year of how we d e cided to spen d
tha t mo ne y , we d i d n ' t sp e n d t ha t mo n e y fo r t h a t . An d I sa t on
t he g r a n t co m mi t t ee t ha t d e c i d e d w h e r e t h e m o n e y wa s g o i ng t o
go, and we as a comm it tee, with business people on it, said
we' re no t go i n g t o sp en d t h e mo n e y fo r j o b s t h a t do n ' t p a y we l l ;
we' re going to spend the money so people can s uppor t t he m s e l v e s ,
s o t ha t t h ey c a n h a ve h e a l t h i n su r an c e , so t h e y do n ' t l i ve i n
our su b s i d i ze d ho u s i n g f o r e v e r , so t h e y ar e n ' t on a l l o f o u r
publ i c a s s i s t a n c e , b e c a u s e t ha t ' s wh at we sh o u l d b e d o i n g wi t h
the t ax pa y e r s ' mo n e y . Wh a t I d i d 2 0 ye a r s a go , t od ay I d o n ' t
see this as any different. Our decision as public officials is
how we' re spending that 120 to 130 million dollars that's coming
out of state coffers, and we make the decision subsequently for
those cities that also have to provide sales tax rebates. We' re
m aking the decision what are the standards. The re are n o
standards now. Ther e are no standards. Now maybe anecdotally
we can s a y , y o u k n o w , i t ' s g r e a t ; r e a l l y , we d i dn ' t su b s i d i ze
any of those kinds of jobs. But we don't know. We don't have
t ha t i n f o r m a t i o n . We d i dn ' t p u t t h a t i n o u r b i l l .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON: But we do know that we can join the 37 o ther
states in th i s cou ntry w h o 've ta ken ano ther look at their
incentive programs and said, we' re going to set standards. And
t hey a r e n ' t v e r y h i g h s t an d a r d s . T he y ' r e s t i l l p r e t t y l ow . An d
we' re even a rguing about that. We should do the minimum today
and try to get something in there that sets a standard. That ' s
what we' re here for and that's what we need to do.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Tha nk you, Senator Thompson. Senator Stuhr,
y ou' re r e c ogn i zed t o s p e a k .

SENATOR STUHR: Thank you, Madam President and m embers o f the
body. I have not spoken on this issue, but I felt that I needed
to just say that I do believe that this is a fair compromise. I
do support t his amendment. I don 't lik e to differentiate
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