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wri t t e n . . . it was meant to be written consistent with the memo I
g ot f r om A l We n s t r a n d , a n d t h e i n de x f o r t h e $ 8 . 7 5 ( s i c ) u r b a n
is the workers' comp index. Let me read you the l ast section,
because this is a mem o from Al to me on March 10. There's a
tremendous wage gap between rural and urban N ebraska w ith the
count i e s i d e n t i f i e d a s r u r a l i n LB 6 0 8 ha v i ng a wee k l y wag e ,
a nnual wage, 31 percent below the s tate av erage we ekly wa ge .
That gap is 50 percent when comparing the rural wage to that of
the Omaha metropolitan area. The wage gap is increasing, being
d r i ve n b y t h e j o b cr e a t i on i n Oma h a . Un l e ss t h e i n t e n t o f
LB 608 is to make LB 775 a urban-only bill, a rural minimum wage
tier that is lower than the proposed tier in LB 608 and ha s an
index that co mpounds slo wer than that identified in LB 608 is
necessary. Eight seventy per hour off the interstate in r ura l
Nebrask a i s a s t r e t r e specia l l y i n nonm a nu f a c t u r in g
industries. The compounding through an estimated four percent
annual growth w ill p ut the wag e level out of reach for most
rural industries within a few years. I would recommend that you
consider a lower minimum wage and a reduced compounding formula.
F or example, DED uses a minimum wage o f $8.25 p er hour pl us
b enefits. We do not define healthcare plans or benefits. It
b ecame a . -call y u g l y b at t l e on 'comparables' and the value o f
those benefits to a wage level without benefits. If you use the
$8.25 p er hour p l us an i nd e x a t 75 pe r c en t o f t he i nc r e a s e i n
t he average weekl y wage r a t e , y o u g e t a n a n n ua l i nc r e ase t h a t i s
more comparable to what is happening in rural Nebraska. That ' s
what I' ve put in this amendment. Senator Brashear said I had, I
t h i r h , e n de d t h e n eg o t i a t i on s a s t h e y we r e . I n f a c t , I ha v e
just simply changed the shape of it. Senator Brashear, I'm not
negot i a t i n g wi t h t h e l ob b y . I ' m n e g o t i a t i n g wi t h my c o l l e a gu e s .
I 'm negotiating with Senator Baker, who, by the way, introduced
and withdrew the amendment I just offered, l ast week. I'm
negot i a t i n g wi t h Se n a t o r J an s s e n , w h o t h i n k s t he r e sh ou l d n ' t b e
anyth i n g wi t h r e s pe c t t o mi n i m u m wage ; i t s h ou l d b e se t i n t h e
market . I t h i n k t h a t ' s wh at Se na t o r Ty s on t h i nk s ; i t sho u l d b e
set i n t h e ma r ke t . Wag e s sh ou l d b e se t i s t h e ma r k e t . I ' m
trying t.o see if there's something that we can all, or at least
a majority, live with. My guess is that amendment FA 1207, a s
w ri t t e n , wi l l n o t g e t 2 5 v o t e s , a n d wh e n t ha t ha pp e n s w e ' r e
g oing t o h av e a b i l l t ha t d oe sn ' t d o e n ou g h g o o d t o j u s t i f y i t s
existence. This is my best attempt to you to describe a set of
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