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SENATOR SCHIMEK: One minute.

SENATOR CH A MBERS: . . .this Legislature should not enact a law
which, by its terms, d ifferentiates b etween our c iti zens and
makes some bet ter a nd o th ers worse in terms of how we value
them. Money, compensation, is how people have come t o believe
t ha t i nd i v i d u a l s a r e va l u e d i n t h i s so c i e t y . How mu c h m o ne y d o
you make? That determines how much you t h ink tha t person is
worth . An d a s l o ng a s I ' m i n t h i s L e g i s l a t u r e , n ob o d y c a n
c onvince me that because somebody lives in a s m all to wn, they
l i v e on t h e e dg e o f a mea d ow , t h e y l i v e i n t h e h ea r t o f a
f ore s t , t h a t t ho se p e o p l e , b y v i r t u e o f t h a t , a r e l e s s va l u ab l e ;
e ssen t i a l l y t h e r e ' s som e th i n g d i f f e r e n t b e t wee n t h em an d t h e
res t o f u s wh o d on ' t l i v e i n t he se a r e a s I wi l l nev e r a c ce p t
t hat a n d I wi l l n e ve r be a p a r t o f a s c he me d e s i g n ed t o sa y
certain people in this state. . .

SENATOR SCHIMEK : T ime .

SENATOR CH A MBERS:
Madam President.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Baker.

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you , Madam Spe aker, m embers. Th is
discussion is far-reaching, I guess. As a rural senator, I need
to ma ke a t l e a s t a f ew c omme n t s . Our po p u l a t i on i n r u r a l
Nebraska has dropped. There's no question about it. And I look
around and I sa y , w h y ? We l l , f arm p r odu c t i v i t y , ag r i cu l t u r al
p roduct i v i t y ha s cha n ged d r amat i c a l l y . I l ook at t he pl ac e s w e
now operate, and we' ve dozed in places, burned places, they' re
gone. A ll these farmsteads used to have, you know, people in
them and children. They' re not there anymore. Why? Because of
our i n c r e a s e d p r o d u c t i v i t y . We ca n do n ow wi t h t wo p e o p l e wh a t
might have taken 20 just 30 years ago, and it reflects then on
into these small towns. They don' t have the implement dealer or
t he ca r d e a l e r . I ' m t h i nk i n g i n t e r ms o f my l o c a l t own t he r e .
We don't have any of those anymore. The people that are left in
a g p r od u c t i o n , a nd I ad mi t i t , we b o u g h t a ma j o r p i e ce o f
equipment out of Iowa and Kansas, and we don't buy these things

.are worth less than others. Th ank you,
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