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at when we were in the committee is do we need a rural tier, and
I t h i n k I h e a r d f r om m y. . . I r e p r e se n t an u r b a n a r e a , we do n ' t
need a rural tier, that we' re already paying that. I think
that's what I heard. Now maybe the two senators can straighten
me out , bu t t h a t ' s wh a t I r e me mb er . We do n ' t n ee d . . . we do n ' t
need a d ifferent ti er . We ne ed the same one. And now we' re
h ear i n g w e d o . Bu t i f yo u l o o k a t t h e f a c t s o n t h e p r o j e ct s i n
the past, th e areas th a t hav e . . .they' re a pretty good-sized
c i t y ­ -Waverly, 36, 25; Auburn, 35 for men, 18 for women; Aurora,
2 9 and 2 0 ­ -all higher. These are the cities that have qualified
f or L B 7 75 b e c a u se I t h i n k t h e y ' r e p r ob a b l y ge og r a p h i c a l l y
located wh ere they hav e the. . .you need a mass of people to do
it. And so the wages are there in the rural areas. The wage s
are there. So I think I rise to support this amendment and
I . a nd w hy ha v e w e n ot do n e i t b e f o r e ? I t h i n k i t ' s t he . . we
weren't smart enough. (Laugh) The three of us that are left in
the body tha t sup ported t his amendment, S enator Landis and
Senator Wehrbein and myself, were not smart enough when we first
passed LB 775 to pu t a wage comp onent. W ith all other
l eg i s l a t i o n s i n ce t h a t t i me , we ha v e , a n d so t h a t ' s wh y w e ' r e
trying to do it; rectify our m istake 17 yea r s la t er. A nd ,
Senator Schimek, I' ll give t he rest of my t ime to Senator
Chambers .

SENATOR SCHIMEK : Than k y ou . Senat o r Ch ambers .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: How much time do I have, Madam President?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: One minute and 42 seconds.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, and thank you, S enator H a rtnett.
Members of the Leg islature, we' re not talking about different
regions here in terms of having a salary differential. We ' re
ta l k i n g abo u t one s t a t e . I f anybo d y woul d s t a n d o n t h i s f l oor
and tell me that somebody who lives in a rural a rea makes all
purchases in a rural area, I'd tell tha<. person either you' re a
fool or you' re a liar. If they come into a store in Omaha and
say, I live in a rural area, is the store going to say, well, we
will reduce by 10 p e rcent what you have to pay for a loaf of
bread; by 10 percent what you pay for an a r ticle of clo thing?
Absolu t e l y n o t . Th i s i s o n e s t a t e a nd . . .

2712


