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riled up here. But anyway, you got my point. T hanks.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Cudaback. Chair recognizes
Senato r Br a s h e a r .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: M adam President, members of the body, I rise
to ponder aloud I guess where we are, because I think maybe we
don't want to be here and maybe we don't go where we' re going to
go if we don ' t cha nge t he cou rse we ' re at. I unde rstand
t h a t . . .I heard w hat Senator Landis said a nd I understand, so
noth i n g I ' m say i n g i s a r e f l e ct i on o n t h a t . Yo u g e t t o a p o i n t
sometimes where you don't want to negotiate and so on . I ' ve
just ne ve r f o u nd t ha t , f o r me , t o b e p r o du ct i v e . I k ee p t r y i n g
t o wor k a t a so l u t i on . And we ' r e a t a p o i n t whe r e we c a n h av e
the $8.70 per hour urban and the full escalator index, and we' re
theoretically 3 0 cents apart on the rural wage and we - an ha v e
what everybody seems to think m aybe is an acce ptable l e sser
escalator index tha t ref lects the rural condition. Bu t then
when I b ac k u p a n d t r y t o t ake a l a r g e r v i ew o f t he pi c t ur e ,
let's remember w hat we ' re dealing w ith in the b ill as I
understand the bill. We' re talking about credits for projects
t hat ha ve 30, quot e , hi gh - p a y i n g j ob s . The st r an g e p a r t as I
examine this is that you' re only getting cr edits for the 30
high-paying jobs a nd tha t's specifically set forth in...well,
I' ll just say in the w hite copy of the amendment, p age 22,
subsection (4)(a), line 4, you' re only getting credits for the
30 high-paying jobs. And you have...you can have other jobs for
which y o u ' re n o t g e t t i ng c r e d i t s , b u t t h e n we g o o ve r on p ag e 28
and we s a y , b u t e a c h a n d ev e r y j ob h a s t o b e a t t h i s l e ve l i n
o rde r t o ge t t h e p r o j e c t a t a l l . And i f e a c h a n d e v e r y j o b a t
the pr o j e c t i s n ' t at t hi s mi n i ma l l evel , t hen ev e n i f you wo u l d ,
by that project, create 30 high-paying jobs in the rural area,
y ou ca n ' t g e t t h e c r e d i t . You c an ' t q u a l i f y . And I c a n ' t
b el i e v e . . .maybe I ' m j u s t mi ss i n g so m e t h i n g a nd I ' m wr o ng . I
just can't b e lieve, after laboring on this day after day after
day and having come as far as we' ve all come together, that
we' re going to be separated by 30 cents a hour on some jobs, not
o n t h e 30 hi gh - pa y i n g j ob s , b u t w e ' r e g o i n g t o l o se t he w h o l e
project in terms of trying to make this bill more meaningful i n
the rural areas for the sake of an economy that we need all the
p roject s t h a t w e c a n c r e a t e , i n m y o p in i o n , b u t I ' m o n e c ' t hos e
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