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the rural tier if you are the Union Pacific, if
if you are Wal-Mart with a distribution center.
g oing t o t r e a t a l l o f y ou r emp l oy e e s a l i k e i n

But yo u m ig h t f i n d , f o r a n e mp l o y e r . . .

w ' ve d e s i g n a t e d
y ou ar e C o n A g r a ,
You' re p r o b a b l y
t hose s e t t i n g s .

SENATOR SCHIMEK : One m in u t e .

SENATOR LAND I S : . . . who i s ab l e t o t a i l o r t h e p r o j e c t a n d no t
have ot her responsibilities, n ot hav e o ther employees to be
concerned about, to get the low e r-waged, ' nonbene f i t ' . . .or
rather, I'm sor ry, th e h ig her-waged, 'nonbenefited' number,
which w o u l d u l t i ma t e l y be a t a l o we r c o s t t o t h e c om p an y t h an t o
have benefits. I think that's possible.

SENATOR BOURNE: That's my concern, Senator Landis, and I t h ink
it would b e particular. particularly among the smaller number
e mployers, I mean the lower. It 's not going to be the Un io n
Pacifics or the Con Agra . It 's goi n g to be th~ - smaller
employe r s . An d I d o t h i n k t ha t t h i s l a ng u a g e , wh i l e we n e ed t o
encourage everyone to hav e hea lth insurance, I think in some
instances it may prove to actually be a disincentive, and that' s
o f c o n c e r n t o m e. Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Bourne. Sena tor Be utler,
y ou ar e n e xt t o sp e a k .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr . Speaker, members of the Legislature, it' s
g ood t h a t w e ' r e t a l k i ng a b o u t a l l t h e se d i f f e r en t a sp e ct s . I
t h in k ma ny g o o d p o i n t s h av e be e n m ad e An d I d o t h i nk a n d I
would s u p p o r t on Se l e ct Fi l e o r , i f i t we r e o f f e r e d n ow ,
someth in g t h a t ma d e so me d i s t i n c t i o n b e t we e n u r b a n a n d r u r a l
wages. But it's an interesting...it's a fascinating question.
I wonder ho w ma n y rura l senators h ere would be in favor of
distinguishing on s tate em ployee s a laries b a sed o n wheth er
they' re working in urban or rural areas. You know , w e d on ' t d o
that. Why don't we? If i t costs less to l ive in the rura l
areas, why don 't we pay state workers less in the rural areas?
Because i t ' s n o t f a i r may b e? The o t he r t h i n g t ha t b o t h e r s me a
little bit is was talk about these 16-year-olds who don't need
t o make a l l t h i s mo n e y . Ev en t h o ug h t he y mi g h t do t h e same
work, even th ough they m ight do the work better than others,
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