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employees wh o r e ce i v e qu a l i f y i ng he a l t hc a r e . We l l , wh a t i f t ha t
employee elects not to receive the insurance~ Maybe that should
r ead the employee who i s el i gi bl e f o r qua l i f y i ng i nsu r a n ce . But
this next po int, a nd this is what I want Senator Landis to
l i s t e n t o an d i t ' s o ne t h a t I j u s t k i nd o f t h ou g ht o f o v e r t h e
weekend as I'm discussing this, and he and I have not discussed
t his, but I think it should be the policy o f th is state tha t
everyone has insurance and the state should do everything we can
t o en c ou r a g e t h a t . Bu t h e r e ' s my qu e st i o n , t h e n I ' m g o i n g t o
y ield Senator Landis my time, if he would l ike it . It says
t her e i n l i n e 1 8 , i t sa y s . . . t a l k s a b o ut t h e mi n i m u m q u a l i f y i n g
wage f o r a pp l i c a t i o n s s ha l l b e $8 . 7 0 p e r h ou r f o r emp l oy e e s wh o
r ece i v e qu a l i f y i n g h e a l t hc a r e b en e f i t s , an d $ 9 . 5 0 p er h ou r f o r
employees who do no t r ec e i v e . That i s a d i f f er en c e o f 87 cent s
per hour. And agai n, Senator Landis, maybe I'm missing
someth i ng , b u t i t se em s t o me t h a t we ' r e a ct u a l l y o f f e r i n g a
d is i n c e n t i ve t o i n s u r a nc e , b e ca u s e I do n ' t b e l i e v e an y em p lo y e r
can purchase health insurance for 87 cents an hour. So what my
fear is, is tha t these recipients of LB 775 might just say we
elect not to offer insurance benefits because it's cheaper not
t o , a n d , ag a i n , I t h i n k i t s h ou l d b e t h e p o l i cy o f t h e s t a t e t o
encourage everyone to have health insurance, whether they
purchase it on their own, whether it's employer sponsored. But
I'm afraid that this portion, despite its or in addition to i t s
ambigu i t i e s , a l so mi g ht o f f e r a d i s i n c en t i v e . An d , Se n a t o r
Landis , i f you ' d l i ke t he r e m a i nder o f m y t i me t o r espo n d t o
that, and maybe to acknowledge that or reiterate that you had
said there might be some ambiguities a nd perhaps y our
willingness to work on this language over on Select File.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Senator Landis.

SENATOR L ANDIS : T he r e a r e s om e a d m i n i st r a t i ve d i f f i cu l t i e s i n
doing what we' ve asked the Department of R evenue to do . It
would probably b e better if we gave them further clarification
i n ho w t o do i t . I t wo u l d b e on e w ay t o i mp r o ve t h a t i d e a . I s
t her e a d i s i n ce n t i v e ? I t h i n k y o u ca n a r gu e t h a t t he r e mi g h t
b e. I wo u l d a c kn o w l e d g e t h at t h a t ' s a p o s s i b i l i t y . I d o t h i n k
that these a re lar gely companies that have standard practices
a cross t h e co m p a ny . My gu e s s i s t h a t y o u ' r e n o t g o i n g t o r e ac h
in for the 30 employees in an urban area or the 20 employees as
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