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SENATOR SCHIMEK: One minute.

SENATOR CH A MBERS: . work all day with a song in their heart
because they get paid less than other people in other p arts o f
the state . That kind of argu ment that is being given here
should make us all ashamed. It should make us embarrassed. We
are not an adjunct to the business community. We a re the
upholders of the rights and interests of the c itizens of this
state. The workers sh ould be ab le to look to u s to get
someth in g i n t h e wa y o f f a i r t r ea t me n t , an d t o do a ny t h i n g l e ss
t han wh at i s o f f e r ed b y t h i s ame n d men t i s do ub l y un f a i r . I
don' t t h i n k t he am e n dment g o e s fa r en o u g h , b u t we wi l l t a k e wh at
we can get and this is a step in the r ight d irection. Thank
you, Madam President.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you , Sen ator Ch ambers. The C hair
recognizes Senator Bourne, to be followed by S enators B eutler,
Cudaback , Br a s h e a r , Ha r t n e t t , a nd Ba k e r .

SENATOR BOURNE: T hank you, Madam President. Memb ers of the
L egi s l a t u r e , t o b e qu i t e h o n e s t , I d i dn ' t p a r t i c i p a t e i n t he
debate regarding the wages because I don't know what the answer
is. We' re looking at how to 'incent' people to start businesses
here and maintain them, and it seems to me that, as i t rel ates
t o r ur a l N e b r a s ka , we ' re d o i n g a p o o r j ob of ' i ncen t i n g ' pe o p l e
t o l o c a t e t h e r e w i t h n o m i n i mum wage requ i r ement . So i f we had
a m i n i mum w age r equ i r e ment , I don ' t see h o w we ' re g o i n g t o b e
bet te r o f f , b u t t ha t r e ma i n s t o b e s ee n . Th e re a so n t h a t I
wanted to tal k for a m inu t e is I wan ted to talk about the
prov i s i o ns i n t he f l oo r ame nd m e nt t ha t re l a t e t o h ea l t h
insurance. And I know that we adopted an amendment from Senator
Bromm last wee k th a t needs som e w ork, according to Senator
Bromm, and I also think that this insurance provision i s go i ng
to r~quire s ome wo r k as well , and I want Senator Landis to
listen. And we did discuss this in Executive Session and he ' s
even acknowledged t hat there's some ambiguities here that need
some work. I'm concerned about several things. What is an
average plan? Does t hat mean all plans, pension plans, ERISA
plans? Talks about what insurance is, and the re's d i fferent
forms of insurance. Th ere's MEWAs, things of that nature. T hen
d own l o we r , i n l i n e 19 o f t h e ame n d ment , i t t a l k s a b o u t f o r
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