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not choose to be known as the cheapest state in the Union when
it comes t o being fair to the workers. The mere fact that the
economy in the rural areas have been described as depressed does
not mean that when an issue comes before the Legislature we
should n o t do wh at i s t he r i g h t t h i n g . We a r e t h e p o l i cy m a k e r s .
We exercise ou r jud gment. We sh ould be the ones who set the
tone and standards for this state, not corporations. T hey are
i n t e r e s t e d i n g e t t i n g t he mo st t h ey c a n f o r wh a t t he y e x pe n d ,
and they want to expend as little as possible and derive a great
return. We know that they are in business to make a profit, but
the purpose o f this Legislature is to represent the s tate, no t
just the state as an entity, but the citizens who make up the
population within this state. As Senator Louden pointed out, we
should not create two classes of people. We should not sa y if
you drive a c ertain distance west on the interstate your labor
is worth less, which means you are worth less as a human b e ing.
Wages are supposed to com pensate a person for the work done.
You mean t o t e l l me t h a t i f a p e r s on i s g o i n g t o h av e a j o b
l i f t i n g keg s o f n a i l s an d e a ch k eg we i g hs 1 00 p o u n d s , a nd ea c h
person with that job is expected to lift 20 o f those keg s an
hour, that if the person in the rural area does that work and
the person in the urban area does that work the one in the rural
a rea i s wo r t h l e s s? Do e s he o r s h e ex p e n d l e s s e n e r g y i n do i ng
the work? Does the employer derive less in the way of profits
f rom t h e w o r k d o n e b y t ha t i n d i v i du a l ? We k n ow t h a t a l o t o f
these companies are li ke octopuses. T hey have numerous
tent a c l e s . Th ey d o n o t j u s t ope r a t e i n o n e l o ca t i on . Ev e n i f
they do , t he word shou ld not go out that you ought to run to
Nebraska because the people there are paid starvation wages and,
not only th at, b ut Nebraskans ar e proud o f it . Thei r
Legislature is proud of it. I'm wondering if that will be one
of th e p r o mot i o n a l no t i on s t ha t wi l l b e use d w h en t h e y ' re t r y i ng
to exalt Omaha and bring people to what they call tourist sites
in the rest of Nebra ska. Not Beve rly Hillbillies, because
there's no Beverly Hills here. There are no hillbillies, as far
as I know, in Nebraska, but you have semi-slaves. Com e out to
t he r u r a l a r e a s a n d l o o k a t t h o se h a r d h e a d ed , i gn o r a n t p e op l e
w ho are willing to sweat and slave for slave wages and they a r e
so ha p p y t he y do n ' t k n ow w h a t t o do wi t h t h e m s e lv e s . L i s t e n t o
t he s o ng s t ha t t he y s i ng . Th ey g o t o wo r k , . . .
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