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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Tha nk you, Senator Landis. The next speaker
i s Se n a t o r Lo u d e n .

SENATOR LOUDEN: Thank you, Madam Speaker an d mem bers o f the
body. My obse rv at i on i s t hat i f we ' r e go i ng t o gi ve t ax
i ncen t i v e s t o c o r p o r a t i o n s a n d so f o r t h , a nd i f t h ey ' r e go i n g t o
h ave jobs then at least we s hould hav e jo bs th at are abo ve
p over t y l ev e l . I t h i n k t h e ame n d ment , t h e w ay i t i s wi t h t h e
$ 8.70 a n h o u r , i s s ome t h i ng t h a t I ca n su p po r t . We d i d n ' t a sk
as much disclosure from some of the corporations with our... some
of our other amendments, and I don't think it's out of reason to
ask t h e m t o p a y a w age t h a t w o u l d b e a b ove p ove r t y l eve l . Mos t
of these wages you' re talking about are paid by corporations in
other states a n yway, so when th ey come to Nebraska it isn' t
something that they have to turn w rong-side ou t to pay this
much. It isn't a wage that's higher than in other states. This
i s su p po s e d t o b e a b ou t j o b s a n yw a y . I t i sn ' t su p p o s e d t o b e
about bondage. And when you start with your l ower you r wag es
for rural a r eas different from urban areas, part of the reason
t he l i v i n g . . .cost of living is lower in rural areas i s b ec ause
t hey h av e n ' t ha d t h e p r i v i l e g e t o h a v e h i g h e r wa g e s . I ' m su r e
if the wages were paid more in rural areas, they wou ld .. . the i r
s tandar d o f l i v i n g wo u l d b e h i g he r so t he i r co s t o f l i v i ng wou l d
p robabl y g o u p r i g h t a l on g wi t h i t . Th i s i sn ' t s ome t h i n g t h a t I
think we sho uld legislate to have a different class of people.
Afte r a l l , t h i s i sn ' t No r t h e r n I r e l a n d , wh e r e yo u h av e t wo
di f f e r en t c l ass e s o f peop l e a n d y o u l eg i s l a t e w ha t k i n d o f j ob
they have. I think everyone in Nebraska is entitled to tire same
base pay if we' re going to use a tax incentive to promote it.
So I th ink wh e n com panies c ome he re to locate in Nebraska,
they' re usually looking for a cons cientious w ork for ce, and
t ha t ' s u s u a l l y wh a t t he y f i n d i n Ne b r a sk a . So I w o u ld s up p o r t
t he c ommi t t e e a m e ndment t h e w a y i t i s . Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Louden. The next speaker
i s Se n a t o r C h a mber s .

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you , Madam Pre sident. Peonage ,
i nden t u r e d se r v i t u de , swe a t - s h op l ab o r , " neoslavery " ar e
concepts of which Nebraska should not be proud. Nebraska should
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