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Senator Pederson said there's a p roblem w ith ide ntifying t he
healthcare component. Fa ir e nough, there is. Now , speaking
only f o r my se l f a n d n o t wi t h r e sp e ct t o an y memb e r s o f t he
committee and not with any of the other supporters because this
idea comes from many places, I would accept a n ame ndment t h at
says $8 . 7 0 a n h ou r i n t he r u r al . ..in the urban areas, using the
indicator or the index that the committee reported ou t bec ause
i t ' s t h e o n l y l e g i t i ma t e i nd e x t h a t ' s b ee n o f f e r e d . The f e d e r a l
minimum w a g e i s an i n su l t i ng i n d e x . I t ' s a v e r y b a d i d e a .
Secondly , f o r t h e r u r a l t i e r , I wo u l d t a ke e x a c t l y wha t A l
Wenstrand suggested t o the com m ittee, w h ich w as $ 8.25 a n d
75 percent of the annual wage. In ot her wo rds, it 's a less
aggres s i v e i n de x . I f t ha t wa s p u t i n ame n d ment f o r m, I wou l d
vote fo r i t . I wo n ' t ma k e t h a t o f f e r t o t h e l ob b y , b e c au s e t h e
l obby h a s t u r n ed t h a t o f f e r d ow n . L o b b y sa y s t he y do n ' t wa n t t o
go above $8 in r u ral areas. I understand that. I would make
the suggestion to the body rather than the lobby, would that be
f ai r a nd wo u l d i t mo v e i t f o r wa r d , $8 . 7 0 a nd t h e wo r k er s ' c om p
index for the urban areas, $8.25 and the less aggressive index
f o r t h e r u r a l a r e a s ? I f we c o u l d l i v e w i t h t h a t , we c ou l d do
t hat a n d s t o p do i n g wh a t w e ' r e d o i ng , wh i c h i s s t a n d i n g up a nd
making our spe eches a b out w h ether we like LB 775 or we don' t
like LB 775, and maybe we could get a little progress here. If
you ha ve a re a c t i o n t o t h a t , I wo u l d b e i n t e r e s t e d i n i t . I
cer t a i n l y s t a n d b e h i n d t h e co m mi tt e e am e ndment a n d I ' l l b e h a pp y
to take it to a vote because I believe in it, but m y gu e s s is
t ha t t he b o d y wa n t s t o d o so m e th i n g d i f f e r e n t an d i f I c a n sav e
u s some t i m e a n d e f f o r t t o d o t h a t an d i d e n t i f y som e th i ng w e c an
live with, I'm interested in pursing that. I 'm not interested
in negotiating w ith t h e lobby through Senator Brashear's good
o f f i c e s a s t h e sh u t t l e d i p l o ma t , a n d I ' m n o t i n t e r es t ed i n
whatever message there is in staying below. . .

SENATOR SCHINEK PRESIDING

SENATOR SCHINEK : One min u t e .

S ENATOR LANDI S : . . .$8 an hour in the rural areas. Al Wenstrand
says $8.25 an d a le ss aggressive index. I 'd take it at face
v alue . I ' v e g o t a l o t mo r e c o n f i de n c e i n A l t h a n I d o t he
l obby .
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