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a bout good pay an d I ' m i n f av o r o f eve r y b ody r e c e i v i n g a s h i g h a
wage as they can take, but I think that it's important for us to
recognize that what this does in this case is not set a maximum
wage. What this does is sets a standard of wage. We ' ve never
h ad o n e u p un t i l n ow, bu t a l l o f a su d d en t he c om m i t t e e ha s
determined that we must have one. I' ve not heard one s tatement
of an abuse o f the ex is ting L B 775 in respect to wages and
things of that nature. So we' re trying to say other states have
a certain wage s tandard s o we should ha v e a certain w ag e
standard in order to qualify for business incentives. I'm
saying that this is a tough economic t ime in the sta t e and ,
frankly, we ha v e tw o economies that have been developing. We
have the economy that's developing in the urban areas and it' s
very v i t al , but we w o u l d l i ke so me o f t ho s e b u s i n e sses t o m ove
out into the state so that the whole s tate c a n share in the
b enef i t s o f de v e l o pm en t a nd k e e p t h e i r y ou n g p e o p l e i n t h e i r
c ommuni t i e s . Bu t I k n ow f r om spe a k i n g t o e co n om i c d ev e l op e r s
that if you have the same wage scale for urban areas and for the
rural areas th ere's no t th at inc entive to move to the rural
areas. A nd you have seen what I have passed among you as to t h e
wages that a re pa i d in some of those areas, and so we have to
somewhat s t a y t u n ed i n t o wh at a r e b e i n g o f f e r ed i n t h e wa y o f
wages within those areas. And these people want to work. They
want t o s t ay i n t he i r o wn h ome . Bu t wh a t bu s i n e s s i s g o i n g t o
move th e r e a nd f a ce a b a r r i e r t o d e ve l op m e n t? The y wi l l p a y
decent wages. Ot herwise, the people aren't going to work there.
I t h i n k No r t h Pl a t t e , a l t h ou g h i t ' s n o t e x a c t l y ru r a l , i t h a s
shown t h a t i f y ou o f f e r t h e b e t t e r mo u s e t r ap y o u ' re go i ng t o g e t
t he m i c e , an d t h a t ' s wh a t ' s ha pp e n e d i n No r t h Pl a t t e a n d I t h i n k
that we need to benefit...

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR D . PEDE R SON: . . . f r o m what ' s a c tu a l l y ha p p ened . And
i t ' s b e e n m e n ti o n e d t h a t t he r e w as t h e e c o n o mi c d e v e l o p men t b i l l
t hat was p r o posed o r i g i n a l l y f or r u r a l econo m ic s and we a l l
patted ou rselves on the back and said, we sure did a good job.
We offered economic incentives for rural areas, but we set it in
such a po o r f a sh i o n , b y se t t i n g i t so h i g h , t h a t t h ey d i d n ' t g e t
any offers. So we can be theoretical or we can be practical. I
a sk yo u t o c o n s i d er m y am e ndment i n t h e wa y o f p r a c t i c a l i t y t o
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