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t ha t we wo u l d b e t a l k i ng ab o u t no n i n t e r f e r e n c e i n t h e
marketplace on the basic question of LB 775 incentives. That' s
t he h u g es t g o ve r n men t i n t e r f e r en c e wi t h t h e ma r k e t p l ac e t h a t ' s
happened in the last part of the twentieth century. G overnments
making su b s i d i e s an d co m p e t i n g wi t h e a ch o t h e r g i v i ng su b s i d i e s
to business. That 's not th e mar ketplace; t hat's g o vernment
interference. A nd then when government wants to interfere on
behalf of the wor ker, we say , no , no , no , no gove rnment
interference with LB 775 . Why , it' s, to me, preposterous. A
sing l e p a r e n t wi t h t wo c h i l d r e n e a r n i n g t h e b a s e wa g e r eq u i r e d
by Senator Pederson' s amendment i n rura l Neb raska would be
earning $14, 999. A t that ' subpove r t y ' wa g e , h e ' s st i l l
e l i g i b l e . . .that family is still eligible for public assistance;
more subsidy to business, I would argue. They would qualify for
childcare entirely paid by th e state o f Nebr aska un der the
scenar i o i n t h e d e s c r i p t i o n t h a t ' s be e n h a n d e d ou t t o y o u . Th e y
would r e ce i v e f o o d s t am p s , up t o $3 6 6 p er mo n t h . Th e i r c h i l d r e n
would h a v e t h e i r med i c a l c a r e pa i d f o r en t i r e l y wi t h Me d i c a i d a t
p ubl i c e x p e n s e . May b e i t ' s t i me t o s t a r t l o ok i ng a t a wh o l e n e w
way o f d ea l i n g wi t h t h e e co n om y a nd d e a l i ng wi t h o u r r u r a l
areas. We pa id low wages. We have no worke rs. We bring
workers in from outside the country and then pay them low wages,
and the whole cycle keeps repeating itself. Maybe we can break
out o f t he cyc l e i f we st ar t l ook i ng at some new way s of
s truc t u r i n g t h i ng s, and mayb e , j u st mayb e , p a y i n g s ome h i g h
wages will keep young people and keep rural people in the rural
a reas . Tha n k y o u .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: I ca l l t he qu e s t i o n .

SPEAKER BROMM: Se n a t o r Ha r t ne t t ca l l s t h e q u e s t i o n . Do I se e
f iv e h a n d s ? I d o . The q u e s t i o n b e f o r e u s t he n i s , sh a l l we
cease debate? A ll in favor please vote aye, and opposed nay.
Please r e c o r d .

CLERK: 28 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, to cease debate.

SPEAKER BROMM: Debate does cease. Senator Landis...or Senator
Pederson, I'm sorry, you' re recognized to close on AM0883.
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