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Repeating what I opened with, we' ve been down th i s ro a d wit h
higher wages and so on with the Rural Economic Development Act.
Never u sed, not once. And continually, the feedback is, we h a d
t oo h i g h o f exp e c t a t i o n s o f w a ges i n r ur a l N e b r a s ka . Co mpanies
d idn ' t ha v e t o p a y t h o se o ut t h e r e . Pe op l e we r e wi l l i ng to
work. And t her e ar e g oo d . . .

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR BAKER: ...productive people out there that show up and
work. Tha t ' s o ne o f t he t h i n g s I j u s t c o n t i n ua l l y ma r v e l a t i n
our own business is, we don't have people not show up for work.
They' re there. And we pay them what we feel i s a good wage .
They a r e wi l l i n g t o wo r k f o r i t . An d i f t he r e ' s a , y ou k n ow ,
consideration of higher wages, they c ome to us , and w e may
adjust wages. We continually do that. And benefits, and so on.
So I'm going to support Senator Pederson's amendment, because I
think it will work in reality. As a businessman out t here, it
wil l wor k . Wi t h ou t t h e Pe d e r so n a me nd m ent , I t h i nk we ' r e
o pening u p a t r em e n d ou s amo u n t o f p r o b l e ms wi t h t h e he a l t h
insurance issue and the fact that we' ve been there and done that
with rural economic opportunities and it didn' t...was never
Used, not once. And I don't think we need to go back and v i sit
t hat a g a i n . Tha n k y o u .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Baker. Senator Janssen.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you , Mr . Speaker, m e mbers o f the
Legislature. B een interesting listening to the conversation
about rural and urban Nebraska. Well, it seems to me, whether
you' re in rural Nebraska or urban Nebraska that a heart bypass
operation is the same. It's the same procedure whether you live
i n O g a l la l a or you l i ve i n Oma ha , a n d t h e c o s t i s abo u t t he
same. Health costs are h igh. O f cou rse, there are a lot o f
things that can be repaired now. Forty years ago, if you had a
bad heart, you were a dead duck. Now it 's d ifferent, th ank
goodness, or I wou ldn't be her e. Well, that 's pr obably
debatable also. But anyway, you know, and it's not only medical
c osts . Re n t i n . . .maybe I ' m n ot r u r a l , b u t I k i n d o f l i ke t o
think I am . Rent is abou t the same in my county as it is
i n . . . c l o s e r t o La n c a st e r Cou n t y o r Dou g l a s Cou n t y . Co s t o f
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