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wages . We ' v e g o t a l o t o f d i f f e r e nt k i n d s o f d a t a . And wha t
t he com m i t t ee wa s a s k i n g f o r t h e r e wa s so me t h i ng i n t h e
construct a system of measurement and then take a sort o f a
c lus t e r i n g i n t h e mi d d l e . Th a t wa s t h e i d e a . Co u l d i t b e
i mproved ? Ye s . Wou l d i t b e d i f f i cu l t t o a dmi n i s t e r ? I t h i n k
it would pr esent s ome d if ficulties . Is it impossible to
a dmin i s t e r ? I do n ' t t h i nk s o , b e ca u se I o wa i s do i ng ex a c t l y
t hat . Bu t I wou l d a ck n owl e d g e t h a t t h e r e wo u l d be s ome
difficulty in administering at the beginning to come up with a
mechanism for doing this. We could be more helpful than where
we are so far. Bu t it was esse ntially an idea that got
a dvanced . And t ha t ' s wh e r e w e a r e n ow .

SPEAKER BROMM: T h ank you, Senator Landis and Senate~ Pedersen.
S enator Ty s on .

SENATOR TYSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I don't recall that I
have ever cast a vote for a minimum wage, because I think v ting
f o r a mi n i mu m w age i s a wa s t e o f t i me . I t h i n k i t i s f o l l y t o
put a c t u a l d o l l a r amo u n t s i n t o l e g i s l a t i o n . T he ma r ke t i s
eventu a l l y g o i ng t o r u l e , a n d t he ma r k e t wi l l d e p en d o n
p roduc t i v i t y a n d t he s ca r c i t y o f l a b o r . An d t h a t ' s a l l . Yo u
might ask you rself, w hat ar e the starting wages right now at
Amigo's and McDonald's and Burger King? And why is it so much
more t ha n t h e mi n i mu m w a ge ? Th e f ou r t h p a r t o f t h i s d i v i de d
quest i on , a n d t h i s a mendment t h a t w e ' r e d i s c u s s i ng , o n e i s t he
long way around the barn, and the other one is a longer way
around the barn. Eventually, they' re going to have to pay what
it takes to get productive people that will work hard. Even if
you' re talking about beginning wages, that's still what's going
t o hav e t o ha p p en . An d t h e f e a r t h a t I h av e , arid o ne o f t h e
reasons I' ve never voted for a minimum wage, i s that a . . .when
you p u t a cap . . .pardon me, when you put a base on that, you may
i nadve r t e n t l y , u n i n t e n t i on a l l y b e p u t t i ng a ca p on i t . Th e
employe r c an s ay , we l l , t h a t ' s a l l I h av e t o p a y . Now , t h e ma n
o r woman who h e i s p ay i ng t h a t may b e a p r o du c t i v e i n d i v i d ua l
who i s e a r n i ng h i m qu i t e a b i t mo r e t h r o u gh t h e i r p r oc ' a c ti v i t y .
But he doesn't have to pay them, and as long as he ca n rep /ace
that labor unit, which is what we' re talking about, then this
acts as a cap. Only the market can f o rce h im to ra is e his
wages. Aga in , why are fast food joints paying more than the
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