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Sarpy County a rura l tier, because my district actually butts
r i gh t up t o Ha r r i so n St r e e t , wh i c h i s t h e co u n t y l i ne b e t we e n
Douglas a n d S a rp y . An d I a ct u a l l y a m f i n d i ng h a t some o f t he
companies that a re in my district have moved acr oss that
Harrison Street border to be in Sarpy County, just because they
h ad m o re sp a c e . I wo u l d h a t e f o r t h em t o mo v e t h e r e j ~t so
t hat t hey c ou l d p a y a l o we r wag e . Bu t t h e e c on o my o f t h e wh o l e
urban secto r mean s that b ecau s e peop l e li v e in that
Sarpy-Doug l a s - Wash i n g t o n C o u n t y a r e a , t h a t i n f a c t t o co mp e t e
and get goo d peo ple to come and work for them they do have to
pay a higher wage. The urban tier is paying a much higher rate.
You can' t e v e n ge t p e o p l e t o f l i p bu r ger s fo r $7 . 00 i n ou r
e conomy r i gh t t h e r e . I t ' s a c omp e t i t i v e ec o n o my . And I t h i n k
t hat i t p r o ba b l y c a n sup p o r t t h e k i n d o f wag e l e v e l t h a t we h av e
put in there as a Revenue Committee. However, I do hope that we
will perhaps look at lowering that tier fo r the rur a l are as,
b ecause t r u l y , i t may b e a d i s i n c en t i v e f o r c om p a n i e s g o i ng
there . So I ' m o p e n t o d i s cu ss i o n . I ' m h op i n g t h a t we ca n come
t o s omet h i n g . . .

SPEAKER BROMM PRES IDING

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR REDFIELD: .. .that is acceptable to all of us. I think
that w e w a n t a f l o o r th e r e . We d e f i n i t e l y wa n t a f l o o r t he r e .
Seven twenty-one seems a bit low. But there are some counties
where t ha t m i gh t b e a r ea l l y go o d f l oo r . And i t depe nds o n t he
local wage that is there So ma ybe we need to look at some kind
o f m u lt i p l e of t he aver a ge coun t y wag e, or r eg i on a l w a g e .
Perhaps that would be a better proposal here. A nywa y, we nee d
t o l oo k a t t h e r u r a l t i e r , an d se e , g o i ng f o r wa r d , ho w w e c an
provide meaning fu l j o bs f or t ho s e p e o p l e , m ean i ng fu l wag e s f or
those p eo p l e . Bu t I t h i n k t h a t we wa nt t o b e v e r y ca r e f u l t h a t
we don't lower threshold so low that in the urban areas in f a c t
we are paying for jobs that are not competitive. Thank you very
much.

SPEAKER BR O MM:
P edersen .

T hank y ou , Se na t o r Re d f i e l d . Se n a t o r Dwi t e
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