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SENATOR CUDABACK: ...followed by by Senator Dwite Pedersen.

SENATOR REDFIELD: Tha nk you, Senator Cudaback, members of the
b ody . I wan t t o r emi nd t h e b o dy t ha t we ' r e n o t t a l k i n g ab o ut a
living wage that cuts across the entire spectrum of a company,
o r certainly a whole urban area, or a r u ral area , because in
fact that kind of statutory requirement, whether it's a city
council, whether it's a state legislature, setting a m in imum
wage would ac tually i mpact p e ople that are not on this paper
t hat y o u h a v e b e f o r e y o u . We ' r e t a l k i n g he r e o n t h i s p a p e r
a bout f ami l i e s , s i ng l e p a r e n t s wi t h sma l l d ep e n d e n t s . We ' r e
talking about wage earners that are adults, full-time w orkers.
We' re no t t a l k i n g ab o ut t h e 1 6 - y e a r - o l d w ho j u s t wan t s t o g o o u t
and earn a little spending money part-time when they' re still in
h igh s ch o o l . So we ' r e no t t a l k i n g a b o ut t ha t k i n d o f a wa ge
leve l . T ha t ' s a d i f f e r e n t d i sc u s s i o n e n t i r e l y , wh en y o u ' r e
t a l k i n g ab o u t a l i v i ng wa g e , a mi n i m u m wage t h at i s h i g ' ie r t h an
what companies c ould afford to pay for unsk illed labor ,
p ar t - t i m e l a b o r . We a r e t a l k i ng ab o ut f u l l - t i me em p lo y e e s h e r e .
We' re talking about only the project. We' re not even talking
about the entire company. The LB 775 companies would no t hav e
t o p ay t h i s wag e t o a l l t h e e mp l o y e e s i n t h e i r co m p a ny. Th ey
would only have to pay the wage that we' re discussing fo r the
p eople i n t h e p r o j e c t . I t h i n k t h a t ' s a n i mp o r t a nt d i st i nc t i o n .
And certainly t hat made it more comfortable for me to support
t~ ' s p r o p o s a l i n t h e Rev e n u e C ommi t t e e . Howe v e r , t he on e t h i ng
t ha t I d i d f i n d d i f f i cu l t t o su pp o r t as a mem be r o f t he Re v e n u e
C ommittee was requiring this salary f or , in fac t, the rura l
tier. Because a co u ple of years ago, we put together a bill,
the Rural Economic Development Act, and we thought we ha d done
great work . We wanted to ' i ncent ' bet t er pay i n g j o b s t o r ur al
Nebraska. And we required those projects to pay a higher rate
than.. well, we act ually had a requirement. The re had never
b een a requirement before. The problem was that we had set t h e
r at e so h i gh t h a t i n f a c t no on e u se d i t . So we d i d n ' t h e l p
rural Nebraska at all. A nd that was my concern as we were
discussing this p i ece in the Revenue Committee this year, that
we woul d i n f ac t h a v e a ru r a l t i e r t h a t wo u l d b e u s ab l e , that
would a c t u a l l y b r i ng com p a n i e s i n t o t h o s e l o ca l i t i e s t h a t n e ed
the jobs so very, very desperately. Now, the other piece, w hen
I l o o k a t t h i s , t h o ug h , I ha v e t o sa y t h a t i t ' s h a r d t o c on s i d e r
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