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And I th in k the businesses c ould probably better afford the
wages in the rural areas than they could in the urban areas,
where the cost of doing business is probably greater than it i s
in the rural areas, for a number of reasons, the cost of land,
and the cost of labor for building facilities, and all of t hose
kinds of things. So I don't get this, let's not treat the rural
areas like we treat the urban areas in this state. And I. . . i t
b r i ng s t o mi n d t h e who l e i s su e o f st a t e emp l oy e e s , a n d h o w a t
o ne p o i n t t he r e wa s a n a t t e mp t t o p ay r u r a l r o a d wo r k e r s , I
t h in k i t wa s . . . I d o n ' t kn ow i f my m e m or y i s r i g h t o r no t . . . l es s
t han t he i r u r ba n c ou n t e r p a r t s . An d a l l k i n d s o f d i s ag r e e me n t s
b roke forth. I don 't think it's fair t o separate u r ban and
rural areas . I pa ssed ou t an a rti cle from this morning' s
newspapers. And I don't know if you' ve had a chance to look at
it. But it is talking about a possible petition drive to repeal
LB 775 or to c hange some of the provisions of LB 775. I'm not
s ure t h at t h ey ' r e c l ea r o n wh at t h e y ' r e g o i ng t o d o , o r i f
t hey ' r e g o i ng t o do i t f o r ce r t a i n . Bu t t h e g r ou p i s t a l k i ng
about t he L eg i s l a t u r e a nd t h e l a c k o f . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK : One m in u t e .

SENATOR SCHI MEK : . . .movement o n t h i s i s su e o f L B 7 7 5 . An d I
want t o . . .I want you to...call your attention to the fact that
t hi s i s n o t a co n s t i t ut i o n a l ame n d men t t h a t t he y wou l d b e
circulating. It 's a statu tory pe tition t hat they would be
circulating . So it wou l d o nly take 76,000 signat u re s in 37
counties, a s opp osed to about 110,000-plus that it takes for a
constitutional amendment. I think they' ll be successful in
getting the signatures. I predict they will be successful in
getting the signatures if this Legislature doesn't do something
more c o n v i n c i n g t han i t l ook s as i f we ' r e d o i n g r i g h t n o w . I
would f i r ml y ad v i se v o t i ng a g a i n s t t h i s ame n d ment a n d vo t i ng f o r
t he Revenue Commi t t e e a m endment , ev e n t h ou g h i t p r ob a b l y d oe s n ' t
go far enough. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Sc himek.
discussion. Senator Redfield,...

SENATOR REDFI E L D : T ha n k . .
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