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SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha nk you, Senator Engel. Senator Thompson
on AM0883.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you , M r . President, members of the
b ody . I d i d pa ss som e t h i n g o ut t o y o u . An d I ' m j u s t . . . I ' m n o t
going t o re a d i t t o yo u , b u t I d o wan t t o p o i n t ou t h ow l ow t he
floor is. A nd we' re at a point where we ' re sa ying...we' re
look i n g a t ou r t ax i n ce n t i v e b i l l s a n d ou r t a x i n c en t i ve
programs, and we' re going to set standards. Th is stan dard is
way too lo w . Under this scenario, if a worker receives $7.21
an hour, this would equate to $1,249.73 a month. I f the worker
i s a s i n g l e pa r e n t a nd ha s t wo ch i l d r e n , t he y wo u l d b e s l i g h t l y
below t h e 2 0 0 2 f e de r a l pov e r t y l e v e l . I f y ou go t o t h e s c en a r i o
of $ 8 . 2 4 a n h o ur an d t h e wor ke r i s t he s i n g l e p a r e n t wi t h t wo
children, they would be at approximately 114 percent of the 2002
federal poverty level. Is this what we want to say as a state?
You know, I moved to Nebraska i n 196 5. I cam e here a s a
student, and I ' ve been he re ever since. Had an interesting
conver s a t i o n wi t h a f r i e nd o f mi n e w ho I me t i n c o l l e g e a t t h a t
t ime , t h i s wee k e n d , ab o u t t he b i l l . We we r e j u s t h a v i n g d i n n e r
and visiting. And he said, you know, when I grew u p i n Omaha ,
t he b i g b u s i n e s s e s w e r e t h e on e s t h a t c a r e d a b o u t t h e qu a l i t y o f
l i f e i n t h e co m mun i t y . An d t h ey ca r e d a b ou t p e op l e h av i ng g o od
jobs and good schools. And they wanted the very, very b est f o r
the Nebraska and for thei r empl oyees. And I thin k it is
absolutely shameful...and this isn't true of all the businesses,
because some of ou r lo bb y f r i end s ar e n o t l obb y i n g t h i s p i ec e of
the bill, that are representing big businesses. But some of
that group and...that are supporting this proposal have a whole
different attitude of what being a good corporate citizen is, in
my view. To say that we should have as our standard. . . and t he y
can pay more, a nd I understand Senator Pederson's argument. B ut
in law, that th e standard is so low, the floor is so low that
we' re no t o n l y sub s i d i z i ng t he j o b wi t h the tax incentives,
w e' re us ing a l l our ot h e r pr o g r ams t oo . The t w o e x amples I ga v e
you, food stamps, childcare, medical care, all of these kinds of
t h i n gs , t h a t i s a d oub l e s ub s i d y f o r u s . Wh y wo u l d we w a n t t o
s ay, when we' re setting standards as 37 other states h ave don e
in the la s t ...'n recent ye a rs.. . and we j u s t ha v e n ' t g o t t e n
around to it, and we' re there. Why would we want to set such a
l ow , l o w f l oo r i n o u r l eg i s l a t i o n de a l i n g wi t h t ax i n ce n t i v e s .
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