
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE

Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

LB 608March 25 , 2 00 3

there, the self-sufficiency standard for the year is about $9.82
a n hou r f o r . . . a nd t ha t ' s $41. . .actually it's more ~han t h a t ,
$41,479. And under this particular bill, I thin k it ' s...this
turn s ou t t o b e ab o u t 18 - 2 0 t ho u s a n d d o l l a r s . Now , t h e t i e r
situation is fine. I think pay perhaps out in, basically, rural
Nebraska perhaps, you know, in order to get jobs out the re you
need to have perhaps a lower wage because the cost of living is
less . Bu t whe r e I l i v e a nd s o ma n y ot h e r p e op l e l i v e , i t i s n ' t
that way . A nd the t h ing is, it's costing us more than we' re
getting back, as far as I'm concerned. We need packing h o uses.
We need pa cking houses. No q u estion about that. T here are a
couple of packing houses, maybe two or three here in this state.
It ' s ve r y har d w o r k . They do pa y ab o ve av er ag e wag e s , whi ch
they should, because that's backbreaking work. And . ..but where
I'm fr om , a s y ou k n ow , I o wa Be e f i s t h e r e ; n ow i t ' s Ty so n . They
do not pay above average wages. They pay...their wages are less
now than they were 30 years ago. So is that progress? Shou ld
we b e g i v i ng i n c e n t i v e s t o com p a n i e s l i k e t h a t ? My an swe r i s
no. So unless we can rais e t hose standards, th ose wag e
standards, and we pay above average wages, then they should not
be given incentives. Fr ee enterprise. F ree enterprise. If you
can come into a community and you can open up a business and pay
m inimum wage, that's free enterprise. Nothing we can do abou t
that . Bu t we s ho u l d n o t be u s i n g ta xp ay e r d o l l a r s t o g i v e
incentives to those who pay not much more than that. So I agree
with S e n a t o r L a nd i s on t h i s . And my g o od f r i e n d D on P e d e r s o n , I
hate to disagree with him, but out in his area, where t heir b a r
is higher than in many, many places, and so therefore they have
to pa y a l i t t l e mor e ou t t h e r e , whe r e I k n ow Wal ma r t i n o u r
community certainly doesn' t. But that's neither here nor there.
Again, that' s...but that's free enterprise, and I don't think
Walmart's getting any incentives in their retail business. But
the thing i s, I . . .and another thing, as far as even the bill
i t s e l f , I t h i n k i t ' s ab o u t $1.00 a n h o u r mor e f o r wi t ho u t
benefits, and $1 . 00...than it is with benefits. That $1.00 an
hour w o n ' t b u y b e n e f i t s . I t j u s t wo n ' t b u y b e n e f i t s f o r a
family of four . You know , that 's about $40 a week, $160 a
month. That will not buy benefits. So as far as I'm concerned,
that isn't even high enough. But i t's certainly b e tter th an
what ' s p r o p o s e d h e r e . Tha n k y ou .
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