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communities do not support a business that comes in and pays, as
Senator Landis is referring to, hamburger flipping jobs. Why
would they support that'? In the first place, there is n't an
employment base for that kind of a job. Why are people going to
leave f l i p p i n g hamb u r g e r s t o g o t o a no t he r p l a ce t h a t f l i p s
h amburgers? I mean, it doesn't make any sense. Wha t you nee d
is a p ro posal t hat w i l l elevate pe ople s o that, as in the
North Platte situation, they aspire to moving from their present
employment s i t u a t i o n i n t o o n e t ha t d oe s h a ve b e ne f i t f o r t h em
and for their fa m ilies. And tha t ' s wh a t we ' re trying to
accomplish. I am not trying to set a minimum wage for the state
o f Nebraska. Ny amendment does not try to set a m i nimum wa g e .
The co m mi t t e e ha s sug g e s t e d t h a t t h e r e b e a f l o o r . I ' m j u st
sugges t i n g a d i f f e r en t f l oo r , bu t r e c og n i z i n g a d i f f e r e n t i a l
between the urban and the rural areas. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Pederson. Senator Engel,
followed by Senators Thompson, Beutler, Schimek, Redfield,
Senator Dwite Pedersen, Senator Tyson. Senator Engel.

SENATOR ENGEL : Thank you, Mr. President. I c ouldn't be here
l ast T h u r sday . I do app r e c i a t e S e na to r L a n d i s men t i o n i n g a f ew
o f t h e t h i n g s I wa s co n ce r n e d a b o u t . Bu t t o da y , i n l i s t en i ng t o
Senator Thompson, Senator Beutler, and others here, I certainly
agree with what they' re saying. I do want to preface this w i t h
that I cer tainly d o believe that we need LB 775. It ' s done
great things for our state, and so we do need it . But I
know. . . I v o t ed fo r ev e r y in c en t i v e b i l l s i n c e I ' ve be e n he r e . I
wasn' t he r e whe n L B 77 5 wa s i n t r o du c e d . An d I p r o b a b l y wou l d
have v o t e d fo r i t t h e n , n o t k no wi ng e x a c t l y a l l t h e
r ami f i c a t i o n s o f i t . Bu t h i n d s i g h t i s o ne t h i n g , a n d n ow i s
another thing. But the other incentive bills that we did p a ss,
they demanded b e tter t han ave r age wages an d f ull benefits,
et cetera, et cetera, et cetera. And therefore.. . so that ju s t
showed...I think, because of LB 775, that kind of showed us that
i f w e ' r e g o i n g t o h av e m o r e i n d u s t r y co m e i n he r e , i t ' s g o i ng t o
be industry t h at's g o ing to add to our communities instead of
cause these other problems that Senator T hompson ta l ked abo ut
where the wages that are p aid, these people automatically
qual i f y f o r m o s t of our soc i a l be n e fi t s . And of cour s e , I l i ve
i n S o u t h Si ou x C i t y , Neb r a s ka , as so m e o f y o u k n ow . And up
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