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SENATOR KRUSE: . . .will do the most to boost ou r eco nomy.
thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a nk yo u , Se na t o r Kr u se . Se na t o r Do n
P ederson o n A M 0883 .

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
it's interesting that n ow we have reached a po i nt w he re
previously we had no stan dard, an d now if we adopt a base
standar d i t ' s go i ng t o d e v a s t a t e t h e b i l l . Now , t h a t mak e s
absolutely no sense whatsoever. We have been getting along just
f in e w i t h L B 77 5 . Th e c om m i t t e e w a n t e d t o e s t a b l i sh a c r i t e r i a .
I r e a l l y do n ' t . . . I ' m n o t bo t h e r e d b y se t t i n g a c r i t e r i a t h a t
wil l a f f e c t t h e mo r e u r b a n a r e a o f t h e s t a t e . I t h i n k wh e t h e r
that's too lo w , I have no idea. But I do know that we need to
recognize the disparity between the more u rban a r e s and the
more r u r a l a r e a s o f ou r s t a t e . I h a ve c i r cu l at e d .thong y o u t h e
b reakdown from the Nebraska Workforce Development, and you w i ll
see that th ere is a huge d isp arity between Douglas County,
Lancaster County, drop on t o Wayne . We ' re talking s e veral
h undred d o l l a r s a we e k o n a wa g e d i f f e r e n t i a l . And I t h i n k t h a t
t he co m m i tt e e a men d men t d o e s n o t r e cog n i ze t h a t d i f f e r e n t i a l .
Now, Senator Hartnett mentioned the bill that was passed several
years ago for rural economic development, and said that
u nfo r t u n a t e l y t h e st an d a r d s , p eo p l e c omp l a i n e d , we r e se t t o o
h igh. Well, the reality of that is that there w as neve r an
appl i c a t i o n made f o r a n y body t o o b ta i n b e n e f i t s un de r t h a t r u r al
economic plan, b e cause i t was unworkable. The standards were
set too high f or the economic d e velopment i n the sm al ler
communities. So what are we trying to accomplish? I think that
we need to recognize that by the proposal that I 'm submitting, I
am saying that this is not the maximum that people will pay for
j obs , I ' m t r y i ng t o sa y , l e t ' s se t a f l o o r f o r t h i s . Now , wh e r e
t hat f l oo r i s se t i s u p t o t h i s b od y . I am p r o po s i ng a
differential, 140 percent o f fed eral m i nimum for the rural
areas, and 160 percent of the more urban areas. So I think it' s
a mat t e r f o r y ou t o c o n s i d e r . Rea l l y , we h a v e n o t d on e v e r y
badly under LB 775. We ' ve had good development. I con't know
why we ' r e d e b a t i n g w h a t s h ou l d b e a mi n i m u m wage i n t h e s tat e o f
Nebraska or in the United States. That's not the i ssue . The
i ssu e i s e co no m i c d ev e l op m e nt . An d I am su bmi t t i ng t h a t
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